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Dagbok Op.21

Dagbok, which means diary in Swedish, is a song cycle for soprano and piano. It
was written at many different stages during 2009-2013. During my student
exchange period in Valencia in the spring 2011 I had got to a point when I had a
mental blockade and just couldn’t compose. I wanted to write something that
would be easy for me to compose, which in my case is vocal music. I had to
choose a text, but the Spanish libraries are not exactly crowded with Finnish or
Swedish poetry. Due to this I started getting Wagnerian ideas about writing both
the text and music myself. I rifled through my old diary and found these poems
from 2009, which [ am fond of still, despite how pathetic they are.

First I decided to write the song “Jag vill” (I want to), which became the last song
in the cycle. Thereafter I wrote the song “Stanna” (Stay), but as an exception the
text for this song was written alongside with the music in the spring 2011. The
song “Int’ ett ord” (Not a word) was written in the summer 2011, just before my
long compositional break. The project rested for almost two years, but in the
spring 2013 I decided that the time had come to complete the cycle.

The songs “Kallare” (Colder) and “Stigar” (Paths) were composed in the spring
2013, after which I had to revise the piano parts of the first two songs which was
a completely new challenge for me. The song cycle is now finally completed and
it had a great first performance in Tampere at Pyynikkisali on the 7th of May
2013. It was performed by my lovely sister Jacintha Damstréom, to whom this
song cycle is dedicated, and she was accompanied by the wonderful pianist, my
friend Maritta Manner.

Suvisaaristo 27th june 2013

Cecilia Damstrom




Dagbok

Nr.1 Stanna

Nej, nej ga inte.
Stanna kvar vid mig,
sa néra intill.

Hall om mig hart,
smek mig mjukt
Och viska att du
aldrig kommer

att lamna mig.

Stanna intill mig,

sa ndra intill.

Varm mig. Varm mig!
Jag ar sa kall.

Jag ar sa enslig.
Stanna vid mig.
Stanna.

Nr.2 Int’ ett ord

Int’ ett ord sade du
da du gick din vag
Int’ ett ord

Int’ ett ord sade du
Int’ ett ord

Inga ord har jag

for att beskriva besvikelsen
och forvirringen.
Ensam och utan ord
Och utan dig.

Nr. 3 Kallare
Du var inte

lika kall

lika hansynslos
lika irriterande

Paivakirja

Jai
Ei, ei 414 mene.

Jaa luokseni, niin lahelle.
Pida minusta kiinni,
kosketa minua hellasti

Ja kuiskaa ettet koskaan
jata minua.

Jaa luokseni,

niin lahelle.

Lammita minua. Lammita!
Olen niin kylma.

Olen niin yksindinen.

Jaa viereeni.

Jaa.

Et sanakaan

Et sanakaan sanonut
kun lahdit tiehesi.

Et sanakaan

Et sanaakaan sanonut
Et sanakaan

Ei sanoja minulle jaa
kuvaillakseen pettymysta
Ja hdmmennysta.
Yksin ilman sanoja
Ja ilman sinua.

Kylmempi
Et ollutkaan

niin kylma

niin valinpitamaton
niin arsyttava

kuin luulin.

Ei, et ollenkaan!

Ei, sindhéan olit

viel& kylmempi

viel& selk&rangattomampi
viel& véalipitamattdmampi
Kuin koskaan

olisin voinut kuvitella.

Diary

Stay
No, no, please don’t go.

Stay here with me,

so close by my side.
Embrace me hard,
stroke me tenderly
And whisper that you

never are going to leave me.

Stay by my side,
so close to me.
Keep me warm.
Keep me warm!
I am so cold.

I am so lonely.
Stay by my side.
Stay.

Not a word

Not a word did you say
when you went away
Not a word

Not a word did you say
Not a word

No words do remain
For describing the
disappointment

And the bewilderment.
Alone without words
And without you.

Colder

You were not

As cold

As unscrupulous
As irritating

As | thought.

No, you were not!

No, you just were

Even colder

Even more invertebrate
Even more unscrupulous

Than | ever could have imagined.



Nr. 4 Stigar

Manga stigar

har korsat min vag.
Din stig

har tappat bort sig
for alltid.

Nr. 5 Jag vill

Jag

Jag vill

Jag vill riva

Jag vill riva slita

Jag vill riva slita klosa
Jag vill riva slita klosa
Ur dig

Ur dig

Det

Det som

Det som alla

Jag vill riva slita klosa
Ur dig

Det som alla

Rivit

Slitit

Klost

Ur mig

Polut

Monet polut

ovat ristenneet tieni.
Sinun polkusi

on kadonnut
ikuisesti.

Mina haluan

Mina

Mina haluan

Min& haluan repia
Min& haluan repia
riistaa

Min& haluan repia
riistaa raadella
Min& haluan repia
riistaa raadella
Sinusta

Sinusta

Sita

Sitd mita

Sitd mita kaikki
Min& haluan repia
riistaa raadella
Sinusta

Sita mita kaikki ovat
Repineet
Riistaneet
Raadelleet
Minusta

Dikter & 6versattning:
Runot kddnnoksineen:
Poems & translation:

Cecilia Damstrom

Paths

Many paths

Have crossed my way.
Your path

Has got lost

Forever.

| want to

I

| want to

| want to rip

| want to rip tear

| want to rip tear shred
| want to rip tear shred
From you

From you

That

That which

That which everyone

| want to rip tear shred
From you

That which everyone
Riped

Tore

Shred

From me



Composed for my sister Jacintha Damstrém
for the Bundeswettbewerb of "Jugend Musiziert" 2011.
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Text & Music: Cecilia Damstrom 2011
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8 Composed for my sister Jacintha Damstrom for "WESPE" 2011.
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Kallare
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Op.21 Nr.3

Text & Music: Cecilia Damstrom 2009 & 2013
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Stigar - Performance instruction

This piece is free-pulsative and the note values given here are only to be
regarded as clues of duration.

Semibreve/Whole-note - Very long note
Minim/Half-note - Long note

Crotchet/Quarter-note - Quite long note played broadly
Quaver/Eighth-note - More fluent with a direction
Semiquaver/Sixteenth-note - Fast and ornamental

Demisemiquaver/Thirty-second-note - Very fast and ornamental note
Every voice (the singer, the pianist’s right hand and left hand) is an independent
path that will slowly separate from each other.

Avoid simultaneous timing of the notes in the right and left hand path. Avoid as well
simultaneous timing with the singing. Any intentional simultaneous timing is marked
in the score by small vertical arrows.

The dynamic is the whole time about mezzo piano, but the players are to form
themselves phrases with small crescendos and diminuendos.

ayed without using the sustain pedal.
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Composed for my sister Jacintha Damstrom
for the Bundeswettbewerb of "Jugend Musiziert" 2011.

Jag vill

Op.21 Nr. 5

Text & Music: Cecilia Damstrém 2009 & 2011
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