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Zinjir (,:a33) means “chain” in Arabic. Chaining rhythms is a very common technique in oriental rhythm practice and means that the agglutination of several shorter rhythmic patterns into a larger single rhythmic
structure. Patterns are always counted in units (ﬁ, Hord ). Every mode has its specific layout of heavy and light strokes [any of these may be accented (.) or unaccented] as well as rests, and they are divided into
groups of smaller sections. The quality of the strokes is signified by bols (DUM = @4, low pitch, centre of the drum - TAK = <i high pitch, rim of the drum). In addition to that, strokes may be open (lifting the fingers

after the stroke) or closed (fingers remaining on the skin after the stroke), a pronounced “S” = o stands for a rest. In my notation I use Upper case letters for the basic units and Lower case letters for 1/2 of the

value. The following Arabian rhythmic modes are used:

mode: units: divisions patterns:
o,k ZARAFAT 13/ 3434245 DSS / TSS / DDTS S ol 3o | MD -
Sl e Lo SAMA°f or SAMA°T THAQIL 10/ 3424243 DSS / TS / DD/ TSS ﬁpp I " | D] 3o
st sl sl MALFUF or BARWAL 2 1 DstST y b
sl - GUBBAHI 4/) 2/ upbeat & 1 ST // DstDT M, DJ r
Introduction to "ALLAWT 2x 16/ 3+3+343+4 2x dit/dtt/dit/dtt/ dsds Jbgl ﬁggl ﬁggl ﬁgg | A
@l *ALLAWI 2/4 1 DtdsdT | ﬁg dy ﬁp
(s SA°UDI 2idorald 1 in eights = DtdST ﬁgﬁ .
1 Dttts . 300"
1 DsTsT ) e
44+3+4 DTDS / TTT/DSTS ﬁpm | DDDI Jgrg
2+3+2+3 DS /TTS /DS / TST J‘IFF‘IMF‘F
3+4 DTT / DSTS (or DST / DSTS) ﬁpp“’vpv ﬁ,plﬁ,p,
5+5 DSTTS / DSTASS ﬁw . s '%7 ;
1 DTD{T(TttT ﬁp J\DDBWW

1 DSDTST MJ\D .




S gagacas MASMUDI KABIR 8/dor 16/ 2 basic: DDTS / DSSS J. =z |2
3l HADDAWI 6/ 1 STASTtD VD'RVDBJS
variation: SttDsTtD or: SttDdTtD VBQ%BJS o ggﬁ%gﬁ
Sangomi sl i MAQSUM or NOSS WAHDA 4/ 1 DTSTDSTS or: DTSTDDTS J\m% ; B MD ;
PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE:
I © 3 Mogugyos (tuned to ¢ f bb), - Castagnets, £> Fork cymbal, ™1 Giiiro, @ Shekere II Y774 Bongos (tuned to a cl d1 el), (3 small TomTom (tuned to e)

L
111 @ Tamburine (mounted on a stand), Cymbals (, L, sizzle, Aride [dome], _L ride ), T closed Hihat

IV &4 Rototoms (tuned to b’ ¢l d1 f1)

A% 113 TomToms (tuned to D A e), W/ Cowbells (tuned to d a), = { Metal rod or Anvil (no specific pitch)

DARABUKA:

right hand

O

stroke)

- left hand

4 flick with index finger of the RH (while the RH thumb is resting on the skin
(¢ (¢ rasgueado (like on a flamenco guitar) starting with the little finger, the thumb rests on the skin

v = scratch the skin with the fingernails of the RH (on darabukas with plastic head “hammer” or “tap” with fingernails

LAYED ON AN ARABIAN RIQ-TAMBOURINE, SINCE THE STROKES ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE OF THE DARABUKA.
D OUT BY THE PLAYER (ESPECIALLY FOR USE OF THE JINGLES, I SUGGEST USING THEM IN WEAK STROKES AND
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