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The Five Colours Blind the Eye

for flute solo

Jouni Hirvelä
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The work was commissioned by Sami Junnonen with a grant from Sibelius Foundation. First performance by Junnonen at Tampere Biennale 2022.

Notes:

grace notes should be played before beat

z  on stem flatterzunge

  gradual transition from normal tone to a tone with a lot of air

tongue pizzicato

wavy line above note: shape of exaggerated lip vibrato

t above note: pronounce t on note onset

wavy or angular line or glissando line after note: variation of pitch with embouchure. 

gentle multiphonics at bars 29 and 47: fragile and somewhat unstable sound. Let tones fade in and out freely. 

overblown multiphonics. Finger the pitch of the diamond shaped note. 

The piece is inspired by suizen, a shakuhachi flute playing tradition practiced by komusō, a sect of Zen monks during the Edo

period in Japan. The komusō where characterized by special basket-like straw hats that covered their head and symbolized the

dismissal of the ego and isolation from the world. Central aspects of suizen focus on a single tone and the act of breathing in order

to attain spiritual enlightenment. 
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