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Instruments for Part 1:

Log Drum

This piece is written for and dedicated to
She-e Wu and the Osuma Percussion Ensemble

The Partials of Color
for Marimba solo and 4 percussion

4 Wooden instruments Clave

?

The 4 wood instruments are divided as follows:

All players have a clave resting on strips of foam rubber. The sizes and pitches should vary and
the use of large African style claves can also be included.

Player 1 can use pieces of wood or bamboo. The wood pieces can be any resonate wood but not 
               conventional wood blocks or temple blocks. The pieces should resting on strips of foam
               rubber to help them resonate. These pieces should be higher in pitch than those of Player 4.

Player 2 and 3 use 2 normal wood blocks and 2 temple blocks.

Player 4 also uses 4 pieces of wood. However these should be lower in pitch than those of Player 1.
               2x4 wood pieces of various length which are resting on strips of foam rubber work well.

Players 3 and 4 also use a 2 tone log drum. These should be as low and resonate as possible.

The instruments in Part 2 are different for each player and are as follows:

Player 1:  Vibraphone, High Tam tam, Triangle, Sus. Cym.

Player 2:  Glockenspiel, 4 Metal blocks (ex.brake drums), Sus. cym, Medium Tam tam, Siren,
                  2 Wood blocks, 2 Temple blocks, 2 Thai gongs (A,C), Chinese cym (large)

Player 3:  3 Tom toms of medium size, 2 bongos, 5 Tin cans, 3 Flower pots (quite low), 
                 Sus. cym., Chinese cym (medium), 2 Tam tam (high and low) 
                 2 small Metal gongs (10-12cm) or any very small resonant metal objects placed on 
                 a table, 2 Wood blocks, 2 Temple blocks, Triangle, Log drum

Player 4:   3 Conga drums, rather small Bass drum, 4 wood instruments,
                  Triangle, Sus.cym, 2 small Metal gongs (10-12cm) or any very small resonant metal 
                  objects placed on a table, Chinese cym (large),Log drum

Thai gong pitches Sus. Cym.
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Performance Notes 

The choice of sticks is left to the performer, however it may be necessary to 
hold more than one pair at a time. Suggestions for each player is added 

below.


In the 1st. mvt. all players should use a stick that is as soft as possible to 
produce a good sound from the wooden instruments, either rubber or 

wound. Because the clave needs a rather hard stick to sound, 2 sets of 
sticks might be necessary.


2nd Mvt. Sticks


PLAYER 1: Rather hard sticks for the vibraphone. These can be used for the 
sus.cym as well. A soft mallet for the tam tam. For a hard mallet, use the 

rattan end of the vibraphone mallet.


PLAYER 2: Use medium hard mallets on the glock. The blue Bob Becker 
mallets from Mallet Tech are perfect. These can also be used on the metal 
blocks. Use a wound rather hard mallet for the cym, and use the thicker 

rattan end on the metal blocks. The wood and temple blocks can be played 
with these wound sticks as well using either end. Thai gongs use a soft 

mallet.


PLAYER 3:  I suggest using either very thin snare drum sticks or a heavier set 
of timbale sticks. If you cover the back end of the stick with a thick layer of 
mole skin the sticks can be used on most all of the instruments. The 2 tam 

tams use a soft mallet.


PLAYER 4:  Use a set of hard felt timpani or percussion sticks. Use the back 
end for a hard stick. The sticks should be quite thin if possible to use on the 
small gongs. Otherwise use a rather hard wound mallet for cyms, wood and 

temple blocks, and the small gongs using either end of the stick. A soft 
mallet is used for the log drum


In general play always a lightly as possible when the marimba is playing. 
During the sections when the percussion is alone, the volume can be 

whatever is suitable to the hall.


Use your imagination in picking the instruments. Try to find interesting 
combinations. If some instruments are not available use something similar to 

what is indicated in the part. 
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