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JEAN SIBELIUS

Overture in E major

Sibelius's metamorphosis into first and foremost an orchestral composer was as successful as it was
unexpected. There had been nothing to indicate that this young violinist, author during the 1880's
of some fifty student works in chamber music genres, was destined to be the "man of the orchestra"
that he subsequently became. He had hardly even heard much in the way of orchestral music before
a period spent in Berlin and Vienna 1889-91, but in the latter city, under the guidance of Karl
Goldmark — though limited to a few consultations — he became aquainted with the mysteries of
orchestral writing. Performances by Viennese orchestras of Beethoven, Bruckner and Wagner were
first-class and probably had a inestimable effect on extending in leaps and bounds the young composer's
knowledge of the orchestra. Nevertheless one cannot but wonder that Sibelius, at this early stage and
in his firstever orchestral compositions, the Overture in E major (Sibelius's original title was Ouverture)
and Sceéne de Ballet, manoeuvres in the orchestral environment with such fluency and confidence.
The first signs of the still germinating E major overture date from December 1890. Early
the following year (10.2.1891) Sibelius writes to his beloved Aino: "I intend to work in a new form,
some kind of suite or actually a symphony. It begins with an overture which immediately establishes
the mood... The overture is already in my head: waftily spring-like and full of love. The second
theme is You yourself, tender and feminine but also passionate." Goldmark criticised the overture
for being "too far-fetched"; he wanted to hear more depth of meaning in the themes, though he
thought that the second theme was a good one. When Kajanus and his orchestra premiered the work
in Helsinki 23.4.1891, members of the professional musical community cabled the composer —
according to Kajanus's own account — with the words, "The overture resounded marvellously. You
are a man of rare talent.” And so the way was paved to Sibelius becoming an orchestral composer.
The Overture in E major is not originally Sibelian in style throughout. Bruckner and Wagner
loom large in the background, especially with regard to its sonata form and the handling of the
orchestra. On the other hand there is much in the piece which was to become essential Sibelius, and
there are hints at Kullervo and Lemminkiinen, in other words plainly in the direction of symphonic
working. The rhythm and melody of the main theme lendsit a typical Finnish "sleigh-ride" atmosphere
and is the probable reason for the work's subtitle, "A wolf hunt in Siberia", which appears on some
of the parts and may originate with Sibelius himself. More characteristic however is the runesong-
like second subject in the Aeolian minor which is in stark contrast with the generally boisterous tone
of the work and lends it dark, melancholy undertones; it has the almost fatalistic shades of Kullervo,
yet to be written. The overture also sees Sibelius using a theme with a falling fifth to achieve thematic

synthesis, itself a pointer to nothing less than the Third SymP)RO M OTI o NAL c o PY

Veijo Mur,
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Strumenti dell'orchestra

2 Flauti

2 Oboi

2 Clarinetti in A
2 Fagotti

4 Corniin F
2 Trombe in C

2 Tromboni
1 Tuba

Percussioni:
Timpani
Piatti
Triangolo

Archi
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Overture

Jean Sibelius

in E major
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Overture in E major

Editorial Comments

The present edition of the score follows the composer's manuscript (Helsinki University Library Cat.
No. 0415). Some articulations and dynamic markings taken from the fair copy by Lauri Nissinen (Finnish Music
Information Centre Cat. No. 9954), reconstructed from the parts in 1943 , have been incorporated. The upper
line of French horns (Cor. 1., 2.), originally iz E, has been transposed to be i F. All the copyist's errors
occurring in Nissinen's fair copy have been left uncommented in those cases where the composer's manuscript is
correct. The following additions and corrections have been made with respect to the composer's manuscript:

Bar nos.

19-21

37

69

77
77-78
84

94

95

95
104
129
130
149
153; 157

159
160

161
163

168
169

172

The slurs above this figure in the woodwinds (crotchet tied to the first note of the following four
semiquavers) were not consistent in the composer's manuscript. It most cases they are missing,
which is unlikely to be a mistake since the slurs over the same figure in the strings have been
carefully marked. There are slurs marked in (a different) pencil at the first occurrence of the figure
(bb. 19-21). These have been ignored. In this edition all the slurs attached to this figure have been
left as in the composer's manuscript, the only exception being b. 280, where they have been added
in order to be consistent with the corresponding passage in b. 274.

Accent added to Cb. Cf. Vc.

Natural added to D in Vc.

Slur added to Cl.

Slurs added to Ob. 2

Dynamic markings added to woodwinds.

f added to Ob. Cf. Fl.

f added to Cor. 1.

V1L 1lin MS had an A. It has been replaced by F sharp to render it consistent with bb. 93 and 97.
Slurs added to V1. I. Cf. the previous bar.

Flat added to B in Fg. 2. Cf. Ob. 2 in the same bar.

Accent added to Tr. Cf. Trb. and Tuba.

Slurs added to CL

Enharmonic changes in Cl. 1: E natural replaced by F flat, D sharp — E flat,

C double-sharp — D. In Cl. 2: C sharp — D flat, B sharp — C.

The A sharp (which should have been A double-sharp) in Cl. 2 has been replaced by B.

Accent added to V1. II, Vle and V. Cf. VI. L.

Enharmonic changes in Vle: G sharp replaced by A flat, A sharp — B flat,

B sharp — C.
Accent added to Vle and Vc. Cf. V1. I and VL. II. P RO M OTI O NAL co PY

A natural is attached to the second note D in CL. 1 in LN's fair copy, while none is to be
Sibelius's MS. The natural has been removed since Fg. 1 has B flat | 3
has been restored to correspond with the previous bar. The only exception to b
MS where the semitone step figuration C-D flat in the clarinets chan
natural is in b. 167, where there is a B natural in V1. I and V.

2 and "arco" added to VL. I and Vle.

The first note in Trb. 2 in the MS was D, which is hardly compati
has been replaced by E. Cf. bb. 163 and 165. Another possibility might be A.
mf added to Fg. and Cor.
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172-178

192-193
202
212
214
218
221
225

231

236
239-243
239-243
248
264
277

282

283
314
319; 321
320
333

The number of woodwinds employed in this bar is unclear. Originally all woodwind pairs were
notated on the same staff, but neither 2 2 nor I° is indicated in the MS. The clarinet part in b.
170 has 2 2, and the bassoons have 2 2 in b. 170, though it is not clear how long this is meant to
apply. Several interpretations are possible which will keep the balance between the two polyphonic
lines (V1. IT and Vle). In this edition all the woodwinds play & 2. This alternative has been chosen
in the score and parts so as to allow the performers any possible choice. The final decision is left to
the conductor's discretion.

Accent added to Trb.

Tie added between the two Fs in Trb. 2. Cf. b. 204.

fadded to Cb.

p added to Cor. 3., 4.

dim. added to Timp.

mf added to Fg. 2 and Cor. 1., 2.

In the MS the F on the third beat of the Vc. had a natural. This conflicts with the

E-F sharp figuration in the flutes and bassoons and has been removed.

In the MS the D on the last beat of V1. T had a natural. It has been replaced with a sharp

in order to be consistent with a similar passage in B minor in b. 53.

Accent added to V1. 1

The E flat in Fl. 1 has been replaced by its enharmonic equivalent, D sharp.

Slurs added to Ob. and CL

"dolce" added to Cor. 1. Cf. Cor. 2 in the previous bar.

pp added to Cor. 1

The fifth Aflat-E flat in Cor. 3., 4. has been changed enharmonically to

G sharp-D sharp for the sake of convenience in reading the score.

Enharmonic changes made to the first and fourth beat of Fl. 2 and Ob. 2:

F double-sharp replaced by G natural, E double-sharp — F sharp.

F double-sharp in Fl. 2 and Ob. 2 has been changed enharmonically to G natural.

Slurs added to all woodwinds.

mf added ro Piatti.

p added to Tilo.

The abbreviated way of notating the Timp. has been treated as a semiquaver rhythm

(not a tremolo) as played by the other instruments.

PROMOTIONAL COPY
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