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Instrumentation

3 Sopranos
3 Altos

3 Tenors

3 Basses

Duration app. 16 minutes.

Text by Kristian Blomberg, 13 fragments from his book Kaikessa hiljaisuudessa.
Luoto was commissioned by Helsinki Chamber Choir (Helsingin Kamarikuoro) and composed from

February to July in 2022 in Helsinki Finland and Saratoga Springs United States.
Performance notes

Technique

—All diamond noteheads 4 are sung with continuous [k]-phoneme creating a slightly audible pitch
with a lot of white noise: the sung pitch can be then manipulated by changing the position of the
back of the tongue against the palate from the back of the mouth (low pitches) to the front of the
mouth (high pitches). Putting the mouth at a whistling position and first whistling the desired note
can help finding the right pitch.

—All the lyrics and sung vowels and consonants are using Finnish pronunciation

Notation

—All parts marked recitativo are sung in the natural rhythm of the language. All parts marked with
recitativo unisono are sung in the same rhythm along the singers singing the same line, for example
Tenors in bar 25.

—All music written with noteheads without stem , are sung in free rhythm throughout the whole
phrase. Different parts singing at the same time, for example in bar 159, are sung in desynchronized
manner. A phrase sung in these noteheads should start and end where specified (where noteheads
with stem end and start, or where a rest is marked), but inside the phrase barlines don’t need to be

flowing organic recitation is the desired result.

ings and can be exaggerated if needed. If a soloist is not heard,

so that the soloist is clearly heard. [k]- singing dynamics are

buld be sung with stagger breathing between players



Saveltajalta — A word from composer

Kun Helsingin Kamarikuoro tilasi minulta uuden savellyksen, ja toiveena oli etta teos sisaltdisi
kytkoksen ekologiseen ajatteluun, olin aluksi hieman hammentynyt. En ollut saveltanyt ennen talla
teemalla, ja tunsin seurauksena valtavaa vastuuta. Yritin selata eri teksteja, tein joitakin luonnoksia,
mutta mikadn el tuntunut toimivan, ehka sen takia etta ajattelin ettd savellykseni tulisi olla jollain
tavalla aktivistinen tai eksplisiittinen ottaen jollain tavalla kantaa maailmanlaajuisiin tai paikallisiin
ongelmiin. En yksinkertaisesti pystynyt kirjoittamaan musiikkia talla tavoin, se tuntul
henkilokohtaisesti vaaralta ja jopa tekopyhalta. Ymmarsin, ettd haluan musikkini viestivan
implisiittisesti ja epasuoraan, joten keksin toisen tavan lahestya ekologista ajattelua: pyrin loytamaan
tekstin joka saisi minut tuntemaan yhteytta ymparistooni ja etenkin luontoon. Eikd aikaakaan kun
mieleeni juolahtivat Kristianin uudet runot, joita olin kuullut hanen lukevan erdissa runoillassa

Helsingissa.

Luoto koostuu sointi- ja tunneassosiaatioista, joita Kaikessa Hiljaisuudessa runoteoksen fragmentit
minussa herattivat: yksi naista oli kdayttamani “kohinalaulu”, joka merkitsee minulle laulavaa
hiljaisuutta. Olin aiemmin kéyttanyt Kristianin runoja savellyksessani Valonpaisumus sekakuorolle
ja triangelille, ja kun Luoto alkoi muotoutua aloin huomata monia yhtalaisyyksia naiden kahden
savellyksen valilli. Oli kuin Kristianin runous olisi halunnut tulla lauletuksi juuri tihdn tiettyyn
tapaan, resitoiden ja pohdiskelevilla sooloilla jotka punoutuvat toisiinsa. Halusin Luodossa kayttaa
alempaa vahemman tekstida, jotta runot voisivat todella upota kuulijoihin. Runot eivit selityksia

kaipaa, vain kuuljjoita.

When Helsinki Chamber choir commissioned me a new composition, with a request for a
connection to ecological thinking in the piece, I was first a bit puzzled. I had not composed in this
theme and felt huge responsibility as a result. I tried to browse though different poems, made some
sketches, but nothing seemed to work, maybe because I thought the composition should be activistic
or explicit in some sense, somehow taking a stand on a global or local issue. But I simply could not
write that way because it felt personally wrong and even hypocritical. I understood that I want my
music to communicate implicitly and indirectly, so I thought of a different kind way of approaching
ecological thinking: I tried to find a text that made me feel close and connected to the surroundings
I live in and nature in particular. And it was not for long since I thought of new poems by Kristian

which I had heard him recite in a night of poetry in Helsinki.

ristian’s poetry in my composition Valonpaisumus for a mixed choir
aking it’s shape I started realising a lot of similarities to between the
Lristian’s poetry had wanted to be sung in this particular manner,
olos that entwine into one another. In Luoto I wanted to use less

poems sink into the listener. The poems don’t need explanations,

Taivalkoskella — In Taivalkoski 31.7.2022
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