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Instructions for Performance

The bulk of this work features the superposition of two worlds: a tight, rhythmic, syncopated
harmonic layer and a long, seemingly pulseless melody that is initially intended to evoke instruments
of a traditional Japanese Gagaku ensemble such as the hichiriki (double reed pipe) and

the shakuhachi (wooden flute).

Performers are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the sounds of the gagaku instruments.
Especially relevant is the hichiriki, a small oboe-like reed instrument, and the shakuhachi, a bamboo

flute.

For an example of the hichiriki, see here: https://youtu.be/QRZ1eNIzhoA?t=162

For an example of the shakuhachi, see here: https://youtu.be/52jncoWu4zs

Oboe: To better evoke the sound of the hichiriki, the oboist may wish to use a different, “grittier”
reed for the opening solo in first section of the work. Space is left in the part for the oboist to change
reeds following this solo.

The timbre and mechanics of the horn and clarinet are of course further removed from those of the
gagaku instruments, but the sounds should nonetheless be kept in mind.

Kiikku means “swing" or “rock” in Finnish, and, roughly transliterated, "kick" in Japanese.

This work is dedicated to Imani Winds, for whom it was originally composed.
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