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Suite 22 was commissioned by pianist Elisa Jarvi for the quarter-tone keyboard at the
Sibelius Academy, Helsinki.

The colored note-heads in the score refer to the three manuals of the quarter-tone
keyboard: notes that must be played on the middle manual with grey and black keys have
brown note-heads, and notes that can be played on all three manuals (ie. E and B) have
orange note-heads.

It is possible to play Suite 22 on other microtonal keyboards such as the Lumatone.

The tuning system is 22 equal divisions of the octave, or 22EDO. The notation is
explained below. The tones are mapped to the three manuals as shown in the picture.
Each chromatic manual has the same 12-note scale, 0222212222221 steps of 22EDO
starting from C. The manuals are tuned one step of 22EDO (quarter-tone of 54.55 cents)
apart. For example, if A4 in the upper manual is tuned to 440 Hz, Av on the lower manual
will be tuned to 426.4 Hz. To get the frequency of a lower-manual note Av, divide the
frequency of the upper-manual note A by 2/(1/22).

The notation of 22EDO is explained below. For legibility on the quarter-tone piano, in this
score, notes with flats and sharps but no arrows are always notated with their enharmonic
equivalents. In other words, Db, C#, Eb, D#, Gb, F#, Ab, G#, Bb, A# are always notated
as CA, Dy, DA, By, FA, Gy, G/, Av, AN, By, respectively, with brown note-heads.

The notes E and B are enharmonically equivalent with Fv and Cv and can thus be found
on all manuals.

A microtuneable software or hardware instrument capable of producing electric piano
-type sounds should be used. Modartt Pianoteq has been used with the quarter-tone
keyboard.

Sound patches can be changed between movements but realistic imitations of acoustic
instruments are not desirable.

Abbreviated versions of the finale, Porcupine's Love Song, are possible, as follows:

1. Play sections A, B, and C but jump over the bars 187-219.
' A and C (attacca).



Notation and tuning of 22 equal divisions of the octave.

Arrow up/down = quarter-tone (54.5 cents)
Enharmonic equivalents are shown (F = E*, D# = Ev, C* = Db, G#v = Ab” etc.)

step 21\22 022 122 222 322 422 5\22
T T 1 1 1 1 ;|
| | 3 i 4 l 1 | 3 | ! b |
- ] 3 1 3 | - | 3 | Y | | i — - - | d
| ' = 3 L 1 LJ | 1
J o7 §o tw o ge 7 TR A &
1145.5 cents 0¢ 54.6¢ 109.1¢ 163.6¢ 218 272.7¢
6\22 22 8§22 922 10022 11\22 1222

981 8¢ 1036.4¢ 1090.9¢



Suite 22

for microtonal keyboard in 22EDO

1. Trompe-l'oreille

Juhani Nuorvala 2021
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2. Black & White & Grey
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3. Chorale
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5. Winding Down
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6. Porcupine’s Love Song
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