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I have always had a great admiration for machines. One of my fondest memories as a young aspiring percussionist was the time I spent standing in the
doorway of the lounge at a bowling alley where my parents were defending the company's fame. What intrigued me so much was the lounge band that
played from Thursday through Saturday. The group consisted of an organ and a trumpet... that was it. Well, not exactly, because when it came time to
the Latin set, the trumpet player used a maraca pedal. For those of you who don't know what that is, the maraca pedal was a bass drum pedal with two
maracas attached to, one slanting forward and one backwards. As you pressed the pedal down the maracas changed position creating a sound similiar
to rustling a bag of full hard candy in a movie theater. However I was fascinated by the ensemble and spent most of the evening listening to them. Imagine
then my amazement when one evening as I approached the doorway and heard the most wonderful array of percussion sounds. At first I thought that the
trumpet player had grown ten more legs, but search as I may I couldn't see any percussion instruments. It was only when the piece ended and I heard a
three and one one third measure percussion solo as the organist groped around the side of his organ to find the of button and make the solo stop. And
then I saw it, the SIDEMAN. It was a revolution. Here was a drummer that had twenty hands, who could play at unbelievable tempos, whose hands never
tired, whose tempos never varied, who could play louder or softer than any of us mere mortals. And on top of this everything was played with absolutely
no musicality what so ever! How could anyone resist such inventions? This piece then is a small token of homage to the original Sideman and all the
machines that followed. May they someday learn to rush and drag and break sticks and heads like the rest of us.

SIDEMAN is written for snaredrums and tape. The choice of drums is left to the performer and each movement may be played on different drums. In
any case in the second and third movements where two different drums are used, the drum on the upper line should be higher pitched than the one on

the lower line.

KEY TO THE SYMBOLS

First movement Second movement Third movement

————  =aone stick rim shot \}/ = with brushes )L = on the rim of the drum

__——‘ = played on the rim I = with sticks ? = a one stick rim shot

C = played from the center to the , = draging the brush in a circular
>> edge of the head j' motion around the head
E>> = played from the edge to the

center of the head

©Bay strum music
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