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4 Marimba Duets

for Miquel Bernat

These Duets are meant to be performed separately and not as a suite.
However performing two of them is a possibility.

These duets for marimba contain various technical challenges pertaining to
marimba playing. The most common of these is the challenge of playing two
mallet lines while having to hold 4 mallets.

Balance between the marimbas is upmost throughout the pieces. It's
possible that some alterations of the written dynamics must be used in order
to preserve the absolute balance needed. This of course extends to any
interpretation that the players wish to do. Think of the music as being played
by one performer.

The choice of mallets is extremely important. Since the music often covers
the entirety of marimba range the problem of which mallets to use becomes
an issue. Generally speaking the mallets should not be too hard. Use mallets
that produce the fullest sound possible in all of the ranges. In any case it is
imperative that both players use identical mallets, and they should decide
between themselves the best solution.

The second duet contains short elements which are separated by blank
space. Each short phrase is performed completely freely, the written
rhythmic notation is only a loose guide to the performance. However the
music between ms. 53-73 is to be played in tempo as written.

The third duet contains a pulse figure almost entirely throughout the piece.
Try to bring this pulse to the surface as much as possible. It should act as a
metronome throughout, not overplayed, but constant.
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