JEAN SIBELIUS

Music for the play "The Lizard" by Mikael Lybeck
for string ensemble (1909)

Op. 8

SCORE

PROMOTIONAL COPY

e

FENNICA GEHRMAN OY, HELSINKI



Copyright © 1994 Edition Fazer, Helsinki
Copyright © Fennica Gehrman Oy, Helsinki

Music drawn by Ari Nieminen
Cover design by Tenhelp Oy

Printed by Grano Oy, Espoo, 2015
Second printing

KL 78.521
ISMN 979-0-55011-237-7

PROMOTIONAL COPY

FENNICA GEHRMAN OY, HELSINKI



JEAN SIBELIUS
Music for the play "The Llizard"

On July 19th 1909, Sibelius informed his poet-playwright friend Mikael Lybeck that he would start writing
the music to his play 7he Lizard (Odlan) "tomorrow”. Sibelius had familiarised himself with the play —
Lybeck's first — during the previous autumn and had promised to write incidental music for it. The plot
revolves around the fight between good and evil taking place in the soul of the young Count Alban. A man
of a delicate nature and prone to star-gazing, Alban comes under the spell of the demonically seductive Adlan
who dresses in a lizard costume. Adlan's antithesis is the fragile and untainted Elisiv, Alban's betrothed, who
symbolises purity of spirit. At the end of the play Elisiv perishes and Alban revenges her death by killing
Adlan.

Fin-de-siécle symbolism plays a strong part in the play. Its anguished, phantasmagorical atmosphere
acted as a spur for Sibelius's imagination and led him to consider the relationship of music to the play's
dramatic elements: "Having given the matter much thought, I have concluded that the music for [Act I,
Scene ] should be brief. If it is not, the result may be too verbose. There is no room for musical depiction
after such an enormous climax. It would be better to support and carry forward the atmosphere you have
created. But in the dream sequence I will give full reign to my musical invention."

Sibelius composed music to be played backstage by a small group of strings — 6 or 9 players strong as
he would have it — during two scenes in Act II. Sibelius completed the score by 15 October 1909 and
conducted his music at the first night in April the next year. Reviews were favourable and praised the music
for its "psychological progression'. In spite of its initial success, the play was dropped from the repertoire after
a few performances and the music too was soon forgotten.

The Lizard was written at an interesting point in the composer's career. During spring 1909 Sibelius
had completed the string quartet 'Voces intimae'and eight songs to poems by Ernst Josephson (op. 57). He
had left the youthful classicism of his early career behind him and written the tellingly rhetorical comment
‘A change of style?" in his diary. Change was around the corner, since that very autumn, before completing
The Lizard, he was to make a trip to the Koli region in Karelia, whose stunning natural beauty provide him
with stimuli for the germinal ideas of the Fourth Symphony. The Lizard falls chronologically into this period
of stylistic change. The solo violin theme from the serenade (Act I, Scene I) still carries the radiance of his
youthful style. Shades of dark soon begin to invade: chromatic material, tritones and introversion which hint
at the Fourth Symphony yet to be written. The music to the second scene might well have carried the subritle
‘Elisiv's hallucination’, for the whole-tone harmonies and chromatic tremolandi in the strings point uncanninly
to a much later phase, the last of his masterly tone-poems, Zapiola.

When writing to his friend Axel Carpelan, Sibelius described his music to The Lizard as "one of my
most charming creations.” The composer never saw to its publication but placed it early on in his scheme
of opus numbers (op. 8). Now published for the first time, this edition's score and parts are based faithfully
on the score held in the Helsinki University Library collection of Sibelius's manuscripts (MS 0831).
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Musik till skadespelet '"Odlan"

Music for the play ""The Lizard"
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Musik till skadespelet ""Odlan"

Music for the play "The Lizard"
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