Paola Livorsi

Songs of winter and war

for soprano, viola d’amore, bandoneon
and dancer

2025

Music Finland

36 131



Copyright © by the Composer

or by any means
on of the composer



Paola Livorsi

Songs of winter and war

(2025)




note organico

alterations follow conventional rules soprano
black and white circle half voiced, half unvoiced viola d'amore
white circle unvoiced (whisper) bandoneon
cross unpitched dancer

arrow slow transformation from a phoneme

into another

NV non vibrato

N normal

ord. ordinary

sim. simile, same

\Y inspiring

c.l. col legno

c.l.b. col legno battuto
c.l.t. col legno tratto

viola d'amore tuning

Ab -Db-Ab-Db-F-Ab-Db

Dedicated to Pia Freund. Written for Dialogia! festival 2025. Duration 31 min. ca.

testo

There will be winter, there will be - I don’t know what,

Our bones will ache languorously with the sweet noise of dreams,
You'll reach the end of the days that are empty of me,

And you’ll understand that time is just repeated space.

Who are you?

KTO ThI? Kto ty? (Russian)

xT0 TM? Chto ti? (Ukrainian)

el oo
Men an? (Arabic)

NNR M

Mi ata? (Hebrew)
s (S 5

To ki hasti? (Farsi)

To kit? (Kurdish)

He’ll turn his face towards mine,
Say, ‘Good morning’

nobpoe yTpo doh




But his smile will be wry,

And he’ll have a red stripe across his shoulder

Where his gun-belt had been, and I'll realize I'm a captive
Doomed to perish along with my assaillant.

Look, he lights a cigarette: a flash, his profile!

CMOTpPM, OH 3aXXMraeT curapeTy: BCrbllWwKa, ero npodusb!
smotri, on jazgraye sigarétu: spishka, ego profil'! (Rus.)

[uBiTbCS, BiH 3anantoe curapeTy: cnanax, noro npodinb!
devitsa, vin zapalye sigarétu: spalach, jego profil! (Ukr.)

hOw S a1an ,pran (Mo PO NN RN
tirh’t, hu madlik sigarhia: hav zik, a profil she-Iu! (Heb.)

lguanall dila ¢ panag 18)lane Jads ) il
inbun, inna u-yu zan U jizara: wami, mulfihi jarh’zi! (Ar.)
cnanax!

spalach! (A flash! Ukr.)

oY Sa

yek falash! (A flash! Kurd.)

This will be you in thirty years.

Who are you?

Of which war, taught to click your triggers in the dark?
It's much more difficult to learn about identities:

That the one you kill is an incarnation of you.

The bullets are chiming, my boy,
Transporting your soul like the most beautiful music!

Ml xnonuuk!
mi chépchek! (my boy! Ukr.)

MOW Manbyuk!
moi malcik (Rus.)

Each cartridge is a seal on a zinc coffin.

But save the last one for yourself -

Each murder is a step towards your own grave,
Each murder a suicide.

Cain, Cain, what are you without your brother?

KaiH, KaiH, XxTo Tn 6e3 cBoro 6paTa?
Kain, Kain, chto ty bez suovo brata? (Ukr.)

KawH, KanH, uyto Tbl 6€3 cBoero 6parta?
Kain, Kain, kto ty biz zuivo brata? (Rus.)

SebaT o 65 Liks (ol o oplS
Kaeiyin, Kaeiyin, mévata kunu viduna arhi? (Ar.)

PPTON YA NNN TN P P
Kin, Kin, ma’ ata bilih’ chaych? (Heb.)

St 4 0ol s JnlS Juld
Ghabil, Ghabil, bedon bararat chech npasti? (Far.)

oSl Gk cun B Juls (Juls
Qabil, Qabil, bé braket git? (Kur.)

Fom Oksana Zabuzhko, A Kingdom of Fallen Statues (1996), transl. Lisa Sapinkopf.

Il slides towards u)

gy not be phonetically correct



senza tempo

The dancer starts to move in silence, slowly the bandoneon fades in.

I

Comme une graine...

bandoneon repeat x times
(with the dancer)
slowly add the pitch| ,
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slowly add the pitch

repeat x times
(with the dancer)

I1
Who?

senza tempo
with the dancer

bandoneon }
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The turn

In a dimly lit room
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64 3 descending prosody ~
= I — I — |
sopr. T ! ¢ s |
I I I %
mé - va - ta ku -nu viduna arh"i?
ny nf
viola
* * —_— ~
N T T Iy T ]
via =2 N—r—¢ N2 = |
chto ty bez suovo brata? ma ata bilih' chaych?

64 mp ~

M
M

N

bedon bararat dhech npasti?

band.
" mp (2 “ ~
y 2 k!\ (Y Y 2 AY Y 2 y 2 } } k!\ VERLYERY Y 2
e } T 7 ‘A T e Py 1 } } T N Py
kto t(e) biz zuivo brata? b6 braket git?
np
Looking at listeners
il o) 5
N s s 1 " |
sopr. I f S S ] = n |
what are you without your brother?
67 ~
T n |
via — H
[ Il |
67 m
band. F— i |
I n |
[ Il |

Helsinki, 5.10.2025

* = start together but continue at different speeds
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