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Tuomas Kettunen 
	

California Diaries 
 

with the support of Sibelius Fund of the Society of Finnish Composers 
 
 

Instrumentation: 
 

Soprano Saxophone 
Alto Saxophone 
Tenor Saxophone 
Baritone Saxophone 

 
 
Performance instructions: 

 
= quarter flat 
 
= quarter sharp 
 

 
 Quarter tones can be performed with any technique comfortable for the performer. 
	

• Everything written under the line “play quarter-tone flat” should be played 
approximately ¼ tone lower than the written pitch with any technique comfortable 
for the player. 

• All staccatos should be played equally short. 
• In some cases, the desired amount of vibrato is indicated (molto vibrato etc.) and 

there the vibrato should be enforced and even exaggerated. In addition to that, 
some vibrato can be involved throughout the piece. 

 
 
Program notes: 
 
“California Diaries” is a reflection on impressions, memories, people, audio recordings and musical 
ideas the composer gather and experienced over the six months he lived in Los Angeles, California 
during spring 2018. Diaries include recordings of an ocean waves on Santa Monica beach, crickets, 
helicopters, emergency vehicles and traffic jams. Analysis of these recordings served as a base for 
carving the musical material and provided guidelines for the form and microtonal harmonies. 
 
 
*** 
 
Transposing Score 
 
Duration: 11 minutes 
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