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The End of The Spirit

for eight solo voices or mixed choir

The basic idea of this piece is that every singer should hold up their
voices as long as possible in every chord regardless of others, so every
chords fades away little by little.

The next chord starts right away when the last voice of the previous
chord has disappeared.

Singers should take a breath only between the chords, never during
the chords.

The name of the work explained that process: The Finnish expression
"Henki" could be translated in two ways in English: it means both "breath"
and also "spirit". Therefore "The End of The Spirit" can be translated as
"Hengen loppu" in Finnish, that is also "The End of The Breath"

in English.

Therefore the notation of the ending of every chord doesn’t tell how the

chords actually ends, because it's impossible to predict in which order the
voices fade out.

The piano part is written for rehearsal purposes only.

Lyrics

"Why are we what we are, or are we what we wish to be?"
Asta Hyvirinen, 2025
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