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Max Savikangas: Nordic Lights and Shadows for six violas {2008), dur. ca. 6 min.
To the players
General: Accidentals are traditional, they affect all following notes in the same octave in that bar.
Stage setup (standing playing position is preferred):
via3 via4
via 2 via s
via 1 via 6

audience

Explanations of the playing techniques referred to in the score:

s.p. = sul ponticello.
s.t. = sul tasto.

dashed line--------- denotes a linear transition from a playing technique to another (e.g.: s.p. - - - - ord. = make a transition from
sul ponticello bowing postition to ordinary bowing position).

Circular bowing. The bow, positioned in the upper third, is to be swept in a direction parallel to the strings with a slightly circular, free movement,
which starts from the upper arm. The movement is small, fast and can be maintained with rather low amount of muscular energy.
This bowing thenique is intended to resuit in a blowing-like sound which however has a short, pitched impulse for each note.

NOTE: If this bowing technique proves to be motorically impossible for you, it can be replaced with spiccato moito sul tasto -bowing.
Only acceptable after several serious attempts to learn the circular bowing!

Sul tasto “pan”. Position bow moltissimo sul tasto, approximately in the middle point of the sounding string. This way of playing is intended
to result in a hollow sound, somewhat like the sound of the pan fiute (or perhaps the clarinet in a low register, played softly).

Whisked whistle. This technique is to be played su! pont./quasi flag and invoives a fast, whisking, over-wide arm vibrato,
with the left hand finger sliding rapidly along the string, still pressed only half way down, resulting in a whistling, piercing and whisking, electric
quitar feedback-vib.-note like sound.

Tremolo fitto. Play as fast non misurato tremolo as possible.
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