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     OPERA ABSURDIUM
7 Episodes from an Artists Life

Jovanka Trbojevic (2011-13)

          for Coloratura Soprano, 
Clarinet, Violin, Violoncello and Harp

A LOW BUDGET, STAND UP COMEDY OPERA!

(Text by the composer)



OperaAbsurdium!
7 Episodes from an Artists Life

Episode 1
Reality is overrated!
(Mini opera for a shopping centre.)
Applause. 
Encore.
Applause.

A small sketch - comic variety act!
(Concerning women nagging and soprano Diva Myth!)

Episode 2
My famous trip to Kokkola!
(homage to Henz-Juhani Hofmann)

Episode 3
Imaginary lovers!

Episode 4
Middle age cry - ses!

Episode 5
Sky Shopping - homage to Brahms

Episode 6
On my way back from Kokkola

Episode 7
DoBeDoBeDo!

THE END
Applause.

Encore (optional):
Self-portrait with a Song.

Libretto by Jovanka Trbojevic



Episode 1  
Reality is overrated! 
(Mini opera for a shopping centre.)

1.
(to Milica)

The old saying goes:
Money can't buy you everything.

But a friend of mine thinks otherwise. She says:
That must have been invented by somebody poor. Money can buy almost everything!

She is a man-eater. Walking around with a turban on her head and a white poodle on a leash. 
She is also, of course, a beautiful woman who has been married several times and has earned 
a considerable fortune.

I trust my friend; she is a clever woman,
who has used her resources well!
(Very unlike composer of this piece, who has spent half of her life alone, 
between four walls, writing black notes on paper.)

Yes, I agree with my friend. 
With money you can buy almost everything!

But not the clouds in the sky I have been after.

2. 
(to Tarja and Erik)

The husband of my other friend is an important man. 
He is a well known artist and artistic director of a big art festival. Women on the street stop 
my friend to tell her what a lovely and talented man she has!
(Hm, I wonder isn't he a bit old to be talented? He is in his 50s!)

Anyway, after 30 years of marriage he went shopping with his wife for the first time ever. 
In Barcelona!
(Well, there is a first time for everything.) 

He spent 3 + 3 hours, which is how he expresses it,
watching her changing clothes! 
(I suppose he was pleased with this action.)
Finally they bought a present for their daughter.

When they came back I asked him:
Erik, what did you buy for Tarja?
The answer was short:
Nothing.
But Erik, don't you have a VISA card?, I responded.

Yes, 
VISA, MASTER, PLUSSAKORTTI, S-KORTTI, AMERICAN EXPRESS, VISA ELECTRON! 
Those lovely roads to freedom!
To Gucci, Dior, Chanel, Kenzo,
Benetton, Kapp-Ahl, Lindex, Stockman!

With money you can buy everything!
Almost everything! 
If only you want everything!



3.
(To all my girlfriends)

I have a magnet on my fridge that says:
Reality is overrated!

Reality! Everything. Almost everything!

Is reality everything?
That overrated everything! 

Maybe we should make our reality unreal?

I suggest:
Women of all continents! 
Reunite!
Make your reality unreal! 
Get your man to use their VISAS!

Make them bring to home:
African Lily, Amaryllis, Begonia,  
Crown imperial, Iris, Narcissus, Snowdrop, 
Tiger lily. Tulip, Wandflower, Dahlia, Daisy,
Orchid, Pansy violet, Phlox, 
Sunflower, Sweet pea,

and of course some diamonds...

It is ecological, it is in fashion, it is posh!

Than put your diamonds on and 
let him take you to the OPERA!
There you can hold hands together,  
and dream, and dream, and dream… 
and dream… 
and dream… like sweethearts.

It is healthy!
It is ecological! 
It has been in fashion for a long time! 
Definitely it is posh!
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REALITY IS OVERRATED!

Jovanka Trbojevic (2011-12)

(Mini opera for shopping environment.)
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.œ .œb

first time ee verver.

œ œ .œ
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œb œ
œb

.œ œn .œb

.œb

.œb

‰
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œb
.œ

œb
.œ œn

‰
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‰
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œ
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˙
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‰
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‰
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œ
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˙
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F
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œb œ
œb œ

œ
œ œ

œ œ œ
œ œ

.œ œ
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5

J

œb
.œ

œb ˙

J

œn

In Bar ce lo na!
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p

j

œ
œ

œ



F

‰ ‰
œb œ

œb œ
œ

œ œ
œ œ œ

œ œ
œ

3
6

3

œ

‰

¿

Speech
Well, there is a first 
time for everything.

j

œ
œ

œ

‰ Ó .

w

Œ

œb

F

j

œ ‰

He spent

Œ Œ Œ
j

œ
œb
.
>

p

‰

.˙
Œ

- - - - - -
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&
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4
5

4
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4
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4
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4
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4

4
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80

J

œ

‰ j

œ
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œ

‰

œ œb

three plus three ho urs,

80

j

œb
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‰ j

œ
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‰
j

œb

pizz.

‰
j

œ
œ

n
b

arco

‰

80

j

œ
.

p

‰ Œ
j

œ
.

‰ Œ

Œ
œ

‰ œb ‰
J

œb
‰ œ œn œb

3

which is how he ex pre

Œ
j

œ

pizz.

‰ œ
œ

arco
j

œ

pizz.

‰
j

œ
œb

arco

‰

œb

j

œ
.

‰ Œ j

œ
.

‰ Œ

œ ‰
œb

Œ
œ œ œ

3 3

sses it, watching her

Œ ‰

œb

pizz.

Ó .

3

Œ ‰
œ
.

Ó .

3

œ

J

œb ‰ Œ

œ

f

chang ing clo

œb

arco
j

œ
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‰ Œ
œ
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F

œ

j

œ
‰ Œ
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F
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5

4

5

4
5

S
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Cl.

84
œ
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˙

‰
.¿

Speech
I suppose he was pleased 
      with this action.

- with Humor!

thes!
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w œ
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w œ

Œ Œ

w œ

w œ

œ œ œ
‰

œ

˙b ‰
j

œn
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Fi na lly they bought a

˙
˙b
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˙

˙b

subito p

.˙b

œ
œ Œ œ œ œ

œ
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œ
œb

˙
˙

œ
œ

œ
œ
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- - - - - -
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F
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œ
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f
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‰
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œ
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˙
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j
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œ
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F

‰
œ
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œ
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Œ
œb

œ
œb

3
lo na! In Bar ce

90

œ
œ
œ
œ



F

Œ
œ

p
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œn
œ

œ
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œ
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œ œ œ
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œ

5
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œ
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œ
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œ

œ œ
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œ
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œ
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.˙
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˙
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j
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f
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œ
¿

j

œb
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j

œb
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‰
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œ
¿

œ
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œ
¿ ‰

3

When they came back I asked him:
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j
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>
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F

‰
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j

œ

>
.

F

‰

Œ

œb

F
ord.

j

œ ‰ J

œ

‰ j

œ
‰

E rik, what did

Œ Œ
j

œ
œb
.
>
p
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‰
j

œ
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œ
œb
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‰

Œ Œ
j

œ
.

p

‰ Œ j
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.

‰

-
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J
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‰ œ
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Œ
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j
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œ
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f

œ
¿

ja? The an

‰
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œ
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œ
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S
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3

Œ Œ ‰ ‰

œ

ƒ

J

œ œ

3

œ
¿

œb
¿ ‰
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¿ Œ Œ
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j

œ

œ

œ

b

S
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w œ

S
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‰

No thing.

w

w
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p
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Œ
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Œ
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Exclamation!
 But Erik, don´t you 
have a VISA CARD?

- with Humor!
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Ó
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œ
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œ œ
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œ
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œb œ

œb œ
œ œ œn
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œb œ œn
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œ
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œ œ
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Œ ‰ j

œ

S

Ó

œ
U

ƒ
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Œ

.˙b


e



arco
Ossia:

111

œ

.˙
e

f

Ossia:

S

Œ Œ
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Œ Œ
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f

Œ
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Œ
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J
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‰
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J
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‰
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œ
œ
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Œ œ
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Œ
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Œ œ
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Œ
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Œ
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Œ
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.œ

J

œb

‰
.œb

œb

Vi sa e lec

œ
œ

œ



Œ ‰ .
.

œ
œ#



Œ
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Œ
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œ
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Œ Œ
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f

œ œb œ œb

‰
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œ

œ
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œb )

œ œn œb

J
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w
w

œ
œ

w

P

œ

œb

Œ

˙
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w
w

œ
œ

w
œ

Œ Œ Œ
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Marcato

J
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œ
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˙
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œ
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œ

w
Œ
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œ
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w œ
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Œ
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q = 120 

Œ Œ Œ
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w

æ
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wb

f

Œ Œ Œ œ

p
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w
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˙
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Gu cci,

w

æ

w

˙
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Di or,

w

æ

P

w

œ
˙b

Œ

Cha nel,

w

æ

F

w

F

˙
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w

æ

f

œ

æ

œb œ œ œ œ

ƒ

- - - -

16



&

&

&

4
4

4
4

4

4

4
5

4
5

4

5

4
4

4
4

4

4

S

Vln.

Cl.

136
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136
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p
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˙
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Kapp ahl,

w
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˙
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Lin dex,

w

æ

w

œ
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Ossia:

Œ Œ

˙b

Stock man!

w

æ

œ

æ

w œb

f

Œ Œ .œ

>

‰
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Œ Œ

˙b

P
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Vln.
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Tempo Rubato
Leggiero

Ossia:
œ œ œb œ œb

J

œ œb
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œ

3 3 3
love ly roads
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w
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w

P
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œb Œ .
J

œ

P
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p

j
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P
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p

j

œ

P
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.œ

p

œ
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œ œ
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œ
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œ œ
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œ œ
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œ œ œ œ
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œ œ
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œ
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œ œ
œ œ
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S

Œ Œ
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Ï
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‰
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‰
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‰
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‰
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‰
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‰
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A SMALL SKETCH - COMIC VARIETY ACT
(Concerning women nagging and soprano Diva myth)

After the Encore, during the second applause of the First Episode - Reality is over rated!, 
Harpist and Cellist (and Conductor if you use one, I would prefer without), come to the stage and bow 
in front of the audience. Than they in piece sit down and the whole ensemble tune the instruments. 
After that they stare to the audience and without any interest listen soprano nag.

Soprano is very angry to see them. She starts hectically telling, in her native language, something in 
the style of the following text:

"What! Again you are late!

Here I am singing and singing, working so hard and NOBODY appreciate that!
(You can repeat this sentence (or parts of it) as many times as you want and where ever you want.)

And I work with my own voice! 
Do you know how many years of practicing it takes to get such a voice?!
To enlarge your register, to learn all these techniques! 
HEAD VOICE, CHEST VOICE, FALSSETO! To work on TASSITURA and RANGE! 

For each extra pitch you have to fight like an animal! For each role your sweat and blood....
And how FATIGUE and SENSITIVE my instrument is! It is not just some object you take and play!
 
IT IS I! MY BODY AND MY SOLE!

Do you know what all I have to give up to maintain this form? Do you know which kind of DIET I 
have to keep to get THIS SOUND?"

Suddenly one of the musicians cut all this with a WHISTLE: 
1. Use two finger whistle (like calling the cub in the film)
or
2. Use police whistle.
 
(In the manner: "It's enough, we are waiting for you!")

Soprano somehow puts herself together and the Episode 2 can start.
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Episode 2 

My famous trip to Kokkola!
(homage to Henz-Juhani Hofmann) 

As I just wrote this mini opera - Reality is overrated!, 
I was on my way to the summer festival in Kokkolla. 
They commissioned this piece and to me was promised ten performances!

I arrived by train. It was Sunday and 2 degrees Celsius. 
Summer is a relative phenomena! 

I was left in Seurahuone Hotel, in free translation Social room Hotel, 
where was nobody on reception. 
They do not work on weekends, so I had to remember code to come in. 
Stress from that started to be unbearable, so I wrote the code on the paper. 

Then I went out to look for some place to eat something, 
but everything was closed or is opening later on. 
So I found a local Siwa (a Finnish Lidl) and bought some munariisipasteijat -  
egg and rice something to eat. Went happily beck to my Social room room and looked at television.

Soon it was 6 and I was prepared to go for the main event of the festival. 
An opera about Ahti Karjalainen by Henz-Juhani Hofmann. 

Karjalainen reminded me of a Finnish specialty karilian piirakka.
I was wondering why I did not buy that in the store, but was happy with the egg and rice thing? 

Anyway, Karjalainen was a closed friend of Kekkonen, a former Finnish president. 
As I understood, Karjalainen liked to drink a lot. 
Maybe together with Kekkonen, since they where friends, 
but I am not sure about that.

KARJALAINEN! KEKKONEN! KOKKOLA! 

10 PERFORMANCES! 
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Episode 3  
Imaginary lovers!
( To some my Girlfriends, and Mika too! )

After the performance we finally went to eat some real food.
There I found out that a friend of mine has an imaginary lover. 

Boris.
As you guess, he is Russian. Very rich, very fit, a macho.
He has a lovely deep voice and of course speaks Russian. 
Ya tebyA lyublyU.

The other friend has a Norwegian lover. 
Also imaginary one. His name is Geir. 
Before him she had a real husband, an American. 
A testosterone bomb! 

I was thinking of one of my friends in Montenegro - Mika.
He would volunteers for both of my friends - in reality!  
A genuine seagull! 

Next day my singer got sick, so my opera was canceled.
10 PERFORMANCES!

Episode 4  
Middle age cry- ses!
( To Myself. )

In Kokkola I realized that I am in the middle age crisis! 

Since 2001!

2002, 
2003, 
2004, 
2005, 
2006, 
2007, 
2008, 
2009, 
20011, 
2012!

Eleven years of unhappiness. 
This requires some shopping!
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Episode 5 

SKY SHOPPING - homage to Brahms

“I STARTED SHOPPING FIVE YEARS AGO IN PORTO!” 
my twin sister told me. 

Shop, shop, shop…

Shoes - red, white, black, yellow, green, blue, orange, pink... 
Skirts - red, white, black, yellow, green, blue, orange, pink... 
Scarves - red, white, black, green, blue, orange, pink... 
Socks - red, yellow, green, blue, orange, pink…
Stockings - red, black, orange, pink..., 
Shoestrings - red, 
Shoestrings - black, 
Shoestring - orange, pink …

Me, myself, on the other hand, I love a window-shopping. It is my favorite pastime, like I would be a 
New Yorker.

Shop, shop, shop…

I am shopping high: 
Cirrus fibratus, Cirrus spissatus, Cirrus castellanus, 
Cirrus floccus, Cirrocumulus stratiformis, Cirrocumulus lenticularis, Cirrocumulus castellanus, 
Cirrocumulus floccus, Cirrostratus… 

A delicate white ice crystal clouds that show up clearly against the blue sky. Sun and moon visible in 
clear outline.

I am shopping middle range:
Altocumulus stratiformis: Sheets or relatively flat patches of clouds.
Altocumulus lenticularis: Lens shaped clouds.
Altocumulus castellanus: Turreted cloud.
Altocumulus floccus: Tufted ones.

Shop, shop, shop…

But also I just shop low irregular patches or rounded masses with deep gray shadings: 
Stratocumulus stratiformis, Stratocumulus lenticularis
Stratocumulus castellanus, Stratus fractus…

Shopping low with some vertical extent: 
Cumulus fractus, Cumulus humilis, Cumulus mediocris

Shopping low with considerable vertical extent:
Cumulonimbus calvus, Cumulonimbus capillatus…,

Stratus nebulosus! My favorite one!
Featureless veil of clouds sometimes producing light drizzle. 
Sky shopping, like a New Yorker!

As my twin sister would say:
“YAH, NEITHER THAT BRAHMS EVER GOT THAT CLARA!”

Clara Schumann I presume?
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 to Piia Komsi - to sing and play simultaneously
(otherwise for coloratura soprano and violoncello)

(quotes by Anu Komsi)

Sky shopping-homage to Brahms
EPISODE 5
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Episode 6 
On my way back from Kokkola

In the train, while looking the sceneries, I wrote the following text:
    
1.
The Sky on the North is so low, you have a feeling you can touch it by hand. This sky is part of 
our world! 
If you happen to be on the boat in the Finnish lake, you can find yourself in the cloud sandwich. 
Clouds are reflecting on the lake surface. You feel you are floating inside the sea of clouds.

The sky in the South is very, very high. Very, very far.  With Sun which 
is burning everything around. It is an other world, an other reality. 
In the night we have the sky of million stars. 
You look at them and get lost in them.

2. 
The Sea in the North is dark, black, frightening.
In the wintertime sea is frozen and people make hole in the ice. 
Than they go swimming there, into that coldness. 
They say it is good for heart. 
Me that hole remind of the Black hole at the Universe. 
Mysterious, deep, dangerous. 
Have not yet been there. Shame on me!

The Sea on the South is like the Sky in the North. 
Fantastic blue and transparent! 
You feel you can touch everything under your feet. 
Still this Sea is as deep and dangerous as his North companion. 
It is warm and inviting you. But the best is the color! 

3. 
The Earth in the North is as beautiful as the Earth in the South. 
You can travel between those two earths, these two worlds, 
running away from one reality to another. 

4. 
People on the North are thinking so much. 
People in the South are being so much. 
To be or to think is a question now. 
To be or not to be is a question now.
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Singer starts strolling around and mumbles for herself AD LIBITUM:
" To be or to think?" - In the style of Betty Boop!
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EPISODE 7

DoBeDoBeDo!

To do is to be.
Descartes?

To be is to do. 
Sartre?

Do be do be do. 
Frank Sinatra I suppose?
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