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A REQUIEM IN OUR TIME, 1953

Olin yhi oppilaana Sibelius-Akatemiassa siveltiessini timin "lipilyéntiteoksen", joka voitti kansainvilisen
sivellyskilpailun Cincinnatissa. Requiem ei ole kollektiivinen ja apokalyptinen "Aikamme sielunmessu”,
kuten joskus on kidinnettty, vaan varsin yksiléllinen teos, sodan aikana kuolleelle didilleni omistettu, uskon

ja epdilyn rajaa kiyvi, ei julistukseen vaan murheeseen piittyvi sivellys.

Sivellyskilpailuun vaaditty yhtye, nelji kiyritorvea ja trumpettia, kolme pasuunaa, baritonitorvi, tuuba ja
lyomisoittimet oli minulle tuossa oppipoikavaiheessa niin uusi ja outu, etten voi olla yhd ihmettelemirti
sivellyksen instrumentaalista varmuutta - ehki se oli jonkinlaista unissakivelyd. Opettajani Aarre Merikan-
to ei hinkiin osannut kertoa mikid peli se baritonitorvi oikein oli, mutta l6ysi soittimet kuvauksen vanhasta

saksalaisesta soitinnusoppikirjastaan.

A REQUIEM IN OUR TIME, 1953

I was still a student at the Sibelius Academy when I wrote this 'breakthrough work' that won an
international composition competition in Cincinnati. The work is not a collective and apocalyptic 'Requi-
em for our time', as the title has sometimes been rendered. It is in fact a very personal work dedicated to
my mother, who died during the war; it explores the borderline between belief and doubt and concludes

more in sorrow that in declamation.

The ensemble prescribed for the competition - four horns and trumpets, three trombones, baritone horn,
tuba and percussion - was so new and strange for me at that stage in my development that I still wonder at
how confident the instrumental writing is. Perhaps it was a kind of sleepwalking. Not even my teacher,
Aarre Merikanto, could tell me what kind of an animal a baritone horn is, but he eventually found a

description in his ancient German orchestration textbook.
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| DURATION: ca. 10 min |

TRUMPETS INBb

~ FRENCH HORN
INF

TROMBONE

BARITONE

TUBA

"TIMPANI

PERCUSSION
Snare drum, bell,
glockenspiel,
cymbals, xylophone
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to the memory of my mother

A REQUIEM IN OUR TIME

1. HYMNUS EINOJUHANI RAUTAVAARA (1954)
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2. CREDO ET DUBITO
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