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Instrumentation

Clarinet in B flat doubled with bass clarinet in B flat and contrabass clarinet in B flat
(if cb. cl. is not available play the part with b.cl.)

1 percussion player

Instruments: Vibraphone, 4 tom-toms, bongos, 4 cymbals (crash, small chinese, ride, large chinese),
wood blocks, 3 cow bells (high, medium, low), snare drum, guiro, tam-tam, hi-hat, 1 pair of
“wuhan” hand cymbals. ,
The player needs following implements: vibraphone mallets (medium & hard), brushes, s.dr. sticks,
two metal spring (see the instructions), metal stick

Piano
Violin

Violoncello
Performance instructions for the Obscure Contours
General instructions

¥ = Y%- tone upward

#F = %- tone upward

d = Vi- tone downward

db = %- tone downward

N\~~~ = molto vibr. to non vibr. (or vice versa)
v

r = extremely sharp attack
For the clarinet

f’ = suck the mouthpiece strongly
“toneless” (a.p.) = produce air- blowing sound with approximate pitch
“half air” = half of a tone should be air
J = key clicks, without use of breath
Z .z, &= slow, medium & fast fluttertongue
[\' = short, rapid glissando
“t?neless” (d.p.) = produce air- blowing sound with definitive pitch

r = extremely sharp attack

J' = key clicks with normal sound

¥ouiro on the cymbal, then scrape it so the resonance of the guiro makes

also: Guiro+ tam-tam)



For the piano
%\P_d = staccato attack, then press the right pedal immediately
e S —
damped = damp the string(s) with the hand
scrapeV = scrape with plectrum along the string
with™ = with the fingernail

sosten. ped. stroke = press the sostenuto ped. and release it fast, so it makes a stamping sound

strike ﬁ = strike with the wooden hammer
pully = pull with the tuning tuning fork

For the violin and violoncello The instruments are to be tuned as follows:

vl VC.
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s.p. = sul ponticello

J 0

. . '& A
ric. = ricochet v Fo . be
K

¢ N o] i i i i i indi he audible results
Bartok” pizzicato The pitches in the score, including harmonics, do not indicate t dibl '
P (this applies the strings II and I'V) but the tones to be stopped on the indicated strings

J = several different meaning, explained in the score
r = play behind the bridge in the indicated string(s)
H/W = play with the hair and the wood of the bow simultaneously
“tap” = tap the string strongly against the fingerboard with the L.H. finger
col leg. = col legno (play with the wood of the bow)

~ T~ —~_ = slow, wide vibrato
70 ¥ 5o =move the bow in a circular motion (between s.p.----s.t.)

c.l.b. = col legno battufa

L = play in the side of the bridge

m.s.t.«_ (= molto sul tasto)

s.p. = (or vice versa) move the bow along the string

' = (vc.) play over the tailpiece

s.t. = sul tasto

7saw” = saw with the bow
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