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Between Hell and Earth — Performance Instructions:

Text:

(from Book Il of John Milton’s Paradise Lost)

Three folds were Brass

Three Iron, three of Adamantine Rock,
Impenetrable, impaled with circling fire,
Yet unconsumed.

The Gates wide open stood.

Before their eyes in sudden view appear

The secrets of the hoary deep, a dark

Illimitable Ocean without bound,

Without dimension, where length, breadth, & height,
And time and place are lost; where eldest Night
And Chaos, Ancestors of Nature, hold

Eternal Anarchy, amidst the noise

Of endless Wars, and by confusion stand.

For hot, cold, moist, and dry, four Champions fierce
Strive here for Mastery, and to Battle bring

Their embryon Atoms; they around the flag

Of each his faction, in thir several Clans,
Light-armed or heavy, sharp, smooth, swift or slow,
Swarm populous, unnumbered as the Sands

Of Barca or Cyrene's torrid soil,

Levied to side with warring Winds, and poise

Their lighter wings. To whom these most adhere,
He rules a moment; Chaos Umpire sits,

And by decision more imbroiles the fray

By which he Reigns: next him high Arbiter

Chance governs all.

Into this wild Abyss the wary fiend

Stood on the brink of Hell

Pondering his Voyage: for no narrow frith

He had to cross. Nor was his ear less pealed

With noises loud and ruinous then if these Elements
In mutiny had from her Axle torn The steadfast Earth

At last his Sail-broad Vans

He spreads for flight, and in the surging smoke
Uplifted spurns the ground

As in a cloudy Chair ascending rides,

but that seat soon failing, meets

A vast vacuity:

Fluttering his pennons vain plumb down he drops
Ten thousand fathom deep, and to this hour
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance
The strong rebuff of some tumultuous cloud
hurried him as many miles aloft

eagerly the fiend

Ore bog or steep, through strait, rough, dense, or rare,
With head, hands, wings, or feet pursues his way,
And swims or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies:

At length a universal hubbub wild

Of stunning sounds and voices all confused

when strait behold the

Sat Sable-vested Night, eldest of things,
The Consort of his Reign.

(Satan):

Ye Powers

And Spirits of this nethermost Abyss,
Chaos and ancient Night, | come no Spy,
With purpose to explore or to disturb
The secrets of your Realm,

But by constraint
Wandering this darksome Desert, as my way
Lies through your spacious Empire up to light

Alone, and without guide, half lost, | seek
What readiest path leads where your gloomy bounds
Confine with Heav'n; or if some other place
From your Dominion won, th” Ethereal King
Possesses lately, thither to arrive

| travel this profound, direct my course;
Directed no mean recompense it brings

To your behoof, if | that Region lost,

All usurpation thence expelled, reduce

To her original darkness and your sway

and once more

Erect the Standard there of ancient Night;
Yours be th' advantage all, mine the revenge.

(Chaos)

I know thee, stranger, who thou art,
That mighty leading Angel, who of late
Made head against Heav'ns King, though overthrown.

I upon my Frontiers here

Keep residence; if all I can will serve,

That little which is left so to defend
Encroached on still through our intestine broils
Weakening the Scepter of old Night: first Hell
Your dungeon stretching far and wide beneath;
Now lately Heaven and Earth, another World
Hung ore my Realm, linked in a golden Chain
To that side Heav'n from whence your Legions fell:
If that way be your walk, you have not far;

So much the nearer danger; go and speed;
Havoc and spoil and ruin are my gain.

*kkkk

Far off th' Empyreal Heav'n, extended wide

In circuit, undetermined square or round,
With Opal Towers and Battlements adorned
Of living Saphire, once his native Seat;

And fast by hanging in a golden Chain

This pendant world, in bigness as a Star

Of smallest Magnitude close by the Moon.
Thither full fraught with mischievous revenge,
Accursed, and in a cursed hour he hies.

put channels and 12 earphone monitor outputs for microtonal cues)
for the role of Night (in duo with Chaos)

or the role of Satan (Tenor 1)
Dr the role of Chaos (Bass 3)

rding to voice type, from lowest range to highest range. Each of the electronics
aker should be placed in the proximity of each group, amplifying the
Jlending of the electronics with the ensemble.

earphone corresponding to a separate monitor channel. The monitor will



Pronunciation of Text:

The text may be sung in either British or American English, but should be consistent. Any non-standard pronunciation required of the
singers is explained in the score.

Words are frequently fragmented into to syllables that are split among the singers. The word from which they originate is notated in the
score.

Non-standard notation:
Two types of staves are used in addition the normal 5 line staff.

A three-lined staff is used for sprachgesang. In passages using this staff the absolute pitch is indeterminate, but the vertical of position of
the notes the staff on represents the general pitch relationship (i.e. higher or lower) between them:

Ex 1.

A one-lined staff is used for fricatives and sibilants which have no pitch, or formants in which the vocal chords are not activated:

Ex. 2

This work frequently employs ”beats notation,” in which rhythm is represented graphically via the position of stemless notes relative to
beat markers. The noteless stems above the staff are markers that denote the individual beats. In the many of these passages, the rhythms
undergo a written out accelerando or ritardando, or represent a constant rhythmic interval. While accuracy should always be striven for,
in such passages the placement of initial and final notes and evenness of the accelerando, ritardando, or steady interval, are more
important than the absolute rhythmic position of the intervening notes. The arrival at any normally notated “target note” after such a
passage is also of especial importance. Unless otherwise indicated, stemless notes are to be sung (or spoken) connected, not stacatto. A
breath mark indicates a break in the connectedness.

Ex 3 Ex. 4
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When glissandos (of determinate pitch) occur in beats notation, the origin and destination pitches are specified, and syllables occurring
between them are notated with small noteheads placed on top of line denoting the glissando:

Ex. 5

m, and the rhythmic accuracy of the initial and target notes are more important than

ide cues to aid in shifting from tempered pitches to microtonal pitches and
be sung, and are notated with a small notehead:
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