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The inspiration for the composition "Impressions of Nordic Nature No. 3" (- from the air, in the extremes
of the midnight sun...) is a fictional flight with a single-motored plane (Trinidad-turbo OH-TIS) taking off
from Mikkeli airfield in direction of the summery midnight-sun-landscapes of the far north in Lapland.

Because the arrangers of the Wagner-concert 12.8.93 in Turku Music Festival, where the world premiere of
this work was scheduled, asked me to relate this opening work of the program somehow to Wagner’s music,
things developed the following way: My work was almost completely sketched (- even the last scorepage had
some notes on its territorium...-) when this request came... I had now to fantasize motivations for the
contamination of my musical thoughts with "Wagner-viruses", musical mannerings like "Tristanitis" or
"Walkiiritis" or whatever one should call such "patent-claimed" "formulations" in the labyrinths of the
tonalities which Wagner had succeeded with his dominative super-power-personality to plant into the logics
of my musical memory during the early stages of my own development to a "music-formulator”. I used these
quasi-quotations in a Schnittkean manner to get dark atmospheres into my original idea of a ride in music
where the mind is blinded by the solar power and the high altitude in a little airplane without oxygen could
produce an intoxicating "trip"....

Coincidentally both the starting point Mikkeli and the visions of Lapland gave a side-taste of some
particularly darkening and destructive powers when associating to some of the sickest brains that provedly
were contaminated by Wagner-viruses as well... I mean the mind of the Wagner-fan Adolf Hitler.

He poisoned the atmospheres in Mikkeli when visiting our marshall Mannerheim in the headquarters there...
and we all know how tragically due to his strategies and crazy deeds, our participation in the World War II
ended with the so called Lapland-war...(One can still find reminders of those events...)

So, if most of the Wagner-contaminated moments of my musical docdmentary happening have atmospheres
of darker powers being threateningly on the scene, somehow these, "viruses" have been integrated in my neo-
romantic multi- or complex tonal free-pulsative expressions like vaccinations...In the final "exlamation-mark"
with the rising minor sixth A-F (2 la Tristan) the original feeling of a Hamletian depression, which usually is
connected to Wagner’s famous opening crescendo, is transformed, due to the fact that together with the old
existing organpoint of C on this final scorepage a 6/4 chord emerges, and it is full of hormonic potence:

The Light Powers win...Major is in...!

Leif Segerstam
Syyslahti - Korpijérvi
Mikkeli 28.6.93
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