23 162

Jarkko Hartikainen

Superpositio

for three geographically separated organs,
united by ecectronics

2013

Music Finland




e composer

any means

y be copied




Jarkko Hartikainen

Superpositio

2013

for three geographically separated organs, united by electronics
Duration 942"

Commissioned by Viitasaari Time of Music festival in cooperation with Gaudeamus Muziekweek and Fondation Royaumont
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World premieres: Utrecht, 6 September 2013 by Age-Freerk Bokma
Viitasaari, 1 July 2014 by Age-Freerk Bokma
Royaumont, 7 September 2014 by Age-Freerk Bokma




The piece is written for the 1957 Marcussen organ of the Nicolaikerk in Utrecht, the Baroque organ of the Viitasaari church (Kangasalan Urkurakentamo 1989), and the 1864 Cavaillé-Coll of the L'abbaye de Royaumont. All the
sounds used in the piece have been generated with these organs, and then sampled onto a computer for simultaneous use. Thus only the organ of the concert venue is being played live, together with a stereophonic tape part
containing the parts for the other two instruments, as performed by computer. The tape part (2.1) consists only of the sound of these organs, with the exception of a short Indian monsoon storm near the very end.

For a possible performance outside of these three venues, the performer must choose an organ similar to one of these organs - which might be borderline impossible due to the extremely specific sounds requested by the score.

Playing the piece with very different timbres is not recommended.
Description of the specific half-stopped sounds:

Royaumont

Il (Grand orgue): Flite Harmonique 8' (half) + Fliite Douce 8' (half)

The sound starts to erode from the third C upwards, turning into airy, noisy and in some cases
overblown-sounding. Find the sound beforehand, no other sounds are used on III.

Demonstration: http://tinyurl.com/RoylIII
11 (Positif): Flite Harmonique 8' (half) + Picolo 1' (half)

Range: third G to fifth (highest) C#. At the same time electronic-sounding and air noise -filled.
Find the sound beforehand and make sure the Flite Harmonique will work on its own as
requested in the next sound. Demonstration: http://tinyurl.com/Roylla

Il (Positif): Flite Harmonique 8' (half)

Range: third G to fifth (highest) C#. Lot of air noise, closely resembling a flute played with a lot
of air and overblown. When preparing the sound beforehand, take notice of the area between C

and E. Demonstration: http://tinyurl.com/Royllb

Utrecht
III (Hovodverk): Principal 8' (half) + Rgrflgjte 8' (half) + Spidsflgjte 4' (half)

o fourth F (a fifth). The desired sound is at the same time electronic and noisy.
yay to prepare this sound silently, ie. by using some sort of markers on

ated"), with adjacent keys transposing differently,
gister the sound almost disappears into air noise.
k-like quality. Prepare this sound beforehand.

(Viitasaari continued)
II: Suavial 8' (half) + Gedakt 8' (half) + Dulcian 8' (half)

In this sound, every octave is different. Lowest octave has audible beating ("two instruments
out of tune"), the second octave has surprising nasal accents on some keys, the third octave has
this nasalness pronounced on top of a "hovering" background (fast beatings), the fourth octave
has a quiet, second tone clearly out of tune. Listen to the demonstration while preparing this

sound beforehand http://tinyurl.com/ViitII

Ped: Subbass 16' (half)

This sound has a heavy air sound added to the sound of the stop. Prepare beforehand by finding
the spot where the air sound is most pronounced while still having pitch (although quite
veiled). Demonstration http://tinyurl.com/ViitPed

I: Rohrfléte 8" + Principal 8' + Spitzflote 4' + Oktava 2' + Mixtur 4x (all air noise)

This sound will be prepared (audibly!) during the course of the piece., in mm. 97-114 (5'49"'-
6'57""). The goal is to find the loudest sound, consisting only of air noise, in the second octave
(played as a cluster). Some practise is recommended, although the sounding result must
resemble an exploration, as if showing the listener "what's under the hood," ie. how the piece
has been constructed.

II: Suavial 8' + Gedakt 8' + Principal 4' + Waldflote 2' + Dulcian 8' (all air noise)

Similar to the previous sound (maximal air noise in the second octave cluster), this sound must
be practised by the assistant to do silently during mm. 101-115 / 6'05"- 7'01" (use of marks on
the stops is recommended). The first octave will have some amount of pitch left (a low and a
high tone simultaneuously, sounding a bit like double bass harmonics), while the third octave is
completely mute.

Ped: Subbass 16' (air noise)

Likewise to be prepared by the assistant silently during the course of the piece (mm. 101-115 /
6'05"-7'01"). Maximal air sound between the first F and the first B (played as a cluster).
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