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Niilo TARNANEN  

b. 1987 in Espoo, Finland     

Kolmikantasokkelo  

(’A Tripartite Maze’)  

for violin (or clarinet in B flat), violoncello (or bassoon) and piano  

2023     

commissioned by Musiikkiopisto Juvenalia (Music Institute Juvenalia)     

composed June to October 2023  

in Vantaa, Helsinki, Joensuu, Kannonkoski, 

and various trains and boats between Helsinki and London     

duration: ca. 6 minutes           

...

Kolmikantasokkelo (2023) pianotriolle on rivakka vierailu muodollisen päätöksenteon maailmaan. 

Trio saa esittää kolme toivomusta: kukin soittaja vuorollaan päättää, mitä kautta löytöretki etenee ja 

mitkä nurkat jäävät tutkimatta. Viulun osan voi esittää myös klarinetilla ja sellon osan fagotilla.     

Noin kuusiminuuttinen teos on sävelletty Musiikkiopisto Juvenalian valtakunnallisen 

kamarimusiikkikilpailun 16–19-vuotiaiden sarjaa varten.        

...

Kolmikantasokkelo (2023) (’A Tripartite Maze’) for piano trio is a crash course to the world of 

formal decision making. The trio has three wishes: each player has their turn to decide how the quest 

will go on and which corners will be left unexplored. The violin part is also suitable for clarinet and 

the cello part for bassoon. 

The approximately 6-minute work is composed for a competition category for 16 to 19-year-olds 

in the Juvenalia National Chamber Music Competition. 
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Illustration of the form 

  

I Kamarit (Chambers) (ca. 3'25'')

  

In the “Lobby”, the pianist chooses between endings A and B, determining the order in which 

the “Chambers” are visited. 

  

If ending A, then “Stairway A” to “Fast Chamber”, then “Revolving Door” to “Slow Chamber” 

to Coda. 

  

If ending B, then “Stairway B” to “Slow Chamber”, then “Revolving Door” to “Fast Chamber” 

to Coda. 

  

attacca 

II Kiikun kaakun (Swing State) (ca. 1'30'')

  

In the “Gallery”, the violinist (or clarinetist) chooses between endings A and B, determining which 

way the music will proceed. 

  

If ending A, then “West Wing”. 

  

If ending B, then “East Wing”. 

  

In either the “West Wing” or the “East Wing”, the cellist (or bassoonist) chooses between endings 

A and B, determining which way the music will get to “Finale”. 

  

attacca 

III Finale (ca. 1'00'')

  

No alternative endings.
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NOTA

Strings / Winds 

  

jeté, throw without distinct rhythm - Z-stemmed note

ossia for clarinet and bassoon: flutter tongue

pizzicato (pizz.) 

ossia for clarinet and bassoon: staccatissimo 

  

col legno battuto (clb) - cross-headed note

ossia for clarinet and bassoon: dry tongue slap 

  

over pressure (violoncello) (II Kiikun kaakun, b. 24aa)

ossia for bassoon: a howling, distorted multiphonic, 

choose of a fingering that works on your instrument 

  

flageolet (violoncello) (II Kiikun kaakun, b. 24bb)

ossia for bassoon: a multiphonic-like flageolet from deep B natural fingering 

  

Piano 

  

étouffé (ét.) - diamond-headed note

mute the strings with fingers of one hand while playing with the other hand 

  

change gradually from ordinario to étouffé - horizontal arrow, headless note
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