Olli Virtaperko

Romer’s Gap

Concerto for amplified cello
and chamber orchestra in three movements

2015-2016

sic Finland

31770






Olli Virtaperko

Romer's Gap

Concerto for amplified cello and chamber orchestra in three movements

duration 26 minutes







Romer's Gap was a joint commission by Turku Music Festival and Jyviskylad Sinfonia in 2015.

Perttu Kivilaakso (amplified cello) and Ville Matvejeff (conductor) premiered the concerto on August |1, 2016
at Turku Concert Hall with Turku Filharmonic Orchestra and on September 7, 2016 at Jyvaskyla Theathre
with Jyvaskyla Sinfonia.

This version was scored for the available forces of the Jyvaskyla premiere - a classical chamber orchestra
with few additional instruments.

INSTRUMENTATION:

2 Flutes (2nd doubling Piccolo)
2 Oboes

Clarinet (in B))

Bass Clarinet (in Bb)

Bassoon

Double Bassoon

2 Horns (in F)
2 Trumpets in C

Piano/Celesta
2 Percussions (see below)

Cello soloist (with amplification and effects processor)

Violin 1 (8)
Violin Il (6)
Viola (5)

Cello (4)
Double Bass (2)




NOTATION

General

Trills are diatonic, if not otherwise specified (the altered tone is the closest upward unaccidented tone).
l.v.  (laissez vibrer) let ring

triplets laid back = an expression borrowed from jazz performance practice: play triplets in a slightly uneven manner.
Comparing to the mathematical ratio give a bit more time to the first two beats.

Strings
Of divisi:
The basic division of strings follows the order of players, e.g. div. | of violin | consists of players |—4 and div. 2 of violin | of players 5-8.

If not othervice specified, the default divisions are: violin | = 4+4; violin Il = 3+3; viola = 3+2; cello = 2+2 (and bass = |+1)

Of the notation of harmonics:
Harmonics are notated with diamond-shaped noteheads.The string from where a particularharmonic should be played is indicated with
Roman numeral ( | = highest string ; IV = lowest string). Note that this notation does not necessary equal with the sounding pitches!

S.P.  (sul ponticello) near the bridge

N.  normal (used after S.P., otherwise ord.)

Note that the indication Off string does not refer to "agressive accentation" unless it is accompanied with accent mark or/with crescendo.

Cello soloist: effects prossessing and amplification

The soloist is left with a great freedom to mold the cello sound according to the nature of the texture. However, the particularily spesified sounds

in the score are to be realized as such (e.g. the use of octave 8vb effect in the |st movement; the very long reverb at the beginning of the 2nd
movement, the pitch shifter stereo harmonization later in 2nd movement resulting a spesific parallel 3-note harmonization consisting of the played main
tone, lower major second and upper perfect fourth, as well as the strictly defined delay in the 3rd movement to create a particular kind of echo effect.)

The concerto was composed using Boss GT-10 Guitar Effects Processor as a default device.
For the amplification it would be preferable to amplify both the soloist and the orchestra (orchestra lightly)

in order to control the overall volume level and balance, as well as to create a unified spatial enviroment for the
sounding result.

Celesta/Piang

Brcussionists.

d March 2016 at the heart of Kallio, Helsinki. Devoting to full-time composing

omotion Centre Finland.The sound processing equipment was extremely kindly
you, patrons!" (O.V. March 2016)
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