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Between me and Bach
Jovanka Trbojevic

             for piano solo
and optional Ad Libitum solo instrument



Ad libitum instrument is optional. It is chosen by piano solist and 
you have several options to choose how to handle ad libitum part:

1. Pianist has to use own imagination and handle Ad libitum part by 
himself. In this case, pianist should use her/his own voice for the 
written part (Ad lib. instr.) 
and choose himself what from written notes she/he puts out (can 
sing or play) and what stays. So, be free to do editing as you wish. 
Some rules is necessary to follow:
- Choose freely which written notes you want to keep, but always in 
the given rhythm. Sometimes you can change even that if you find it 
absolutely necessary
- Make freely dynamics and phrasing.
- Register is optional, according to the voice of performer. (Here I 
have in mind something like Glenn Gould's humming when he 
plays Bach for example.)
- Remember that your "own voice" is also a piano sound, so you can 
also attach some notes from ad libitum part to the piano part if you 
wish.
Basically this option, gives you a possibility to filter ad libitum part 
and arrange it in a new way.

2. If you go for a second option - an other ad libitum instrument, the 
performer of this part should be kind of hidden somewhere away 
from the stage. The sound should be coming like from an other time 
and space. Choose the best way to achieve this, depending of the 
hall and the instrument used.

3. If you like, you can even combine those two previous options - 
your own voice and ad libitum instrument.

Feel free to choose the best solution for your VISION!

List of possible ad libitum instruments:
Alto Flute, English horn, Oboe de amore, Clarinet, Soprano Sax., 
Vl.,Vle.,Vc. (use harmonics and octave lower if it is too high)

In the score, ad libitum instrument is written in C.



About the piece:

As the name tell, piece is interplay between musical thinking of Bach
and my own thinking. I was freely using his technics to produse own 
material and locate it in our own time. Piece is concentrated on the time 
and the space phenomena and our perception of it. It is also kind of 
homage to Bach and his soulfull and timeless music.

Piece is constructed from the “Dark matter” material and the 
“Bach” material. Six Preludes a la Bach are incorporated into 
the dark matter and sometimes "Dark metter" and "Bach" material are 
also sounding together. (Preludium 3 as example)

Dark matter material is based on wondering, like lost in time and 
space theme. Theme should be mysterious, slow, question like, 
but still simple. It represents the Universe and it is kind of personal 
point of view to the world and our place at the universe.

Berceuse for Bach is also built from this material, 
we go beck in space and time - like it has never gone away.

Dark matter is connected with the Universe and Bach Preludes are 
like pillars on which our soul leans and rests. Berceuse is connecting 
these two (universe/soul) ideas.
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