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Performance instructions: 
 
 

	
Tempo	markings:	
	
Some	tempo	markings	do	not	include	metronome	markings,	indicating	the	rubato	-like	
freedom	of	the	music.	
		

• Rezitativo:	Allegro	con	rubato	–	Resitative:	Lightly,	with	freedom	
• Quasi	moderato	–	crochet/quarter	note	=	ca.	105	–	almost	moderately	
• Adagio	–	Slowly	
• Poco	agitato,	ma	non	troppo	–	A	little	agitated,	but	not	too	much	
• Poco	adagio	–	crochet/quarter	note	=	ca.	51	–	A	little	slowly	

	
Common	instructions:	
	

• The	rezitativo	should	be	played	as	lightly	as	possible	
• All	of	the	fermatas	should	be	approached	with	a	ritartando.	
• The	fermata	in	the	end	of	the	prelude	should	be	long,	and	after	that	there	should	be	a	

brief	pause	before	the	fugue	starts,	to	mark	that	the	prelude	has	ended.	
• The	voice	that	plays	the	main	theme	of	the	fugue	should	always	be	a	little	louder	than	

the	other	voices.	
• The	fugue	should	end	with	a	molto	ritartando	in	the	last	two	bars,	after	the	A	tempo	

marking.		
• The	fermata	at	the	end	of	the	fugue	should	be	held	down	until	the	sound	of	the	piano	

has	vanished.	
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