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P E R F O R M A N C E  N O T E S 


N.V.  no vibrato 
V.   ordinary vibrato 
M.V.  molto vibrato 
ord.  cancels any special singing technique 

Arrows indicate a gradual transition from one singing technique to the other. 
Arrows are also used to indicate a gradual change of the vowel to be sung. 

 X-noteheads are used for text whispered in a certain rhythm, pitchless sounds and pitchless continuations of sung  
 notes. A little amount of pitch is allowed with an x-notehead in the case of [mh] , but the consonants [h] , [s] and [ks]  
 should be completely pitchless. 

 Triangle noteheads are used together with the phoneme [ʛ]  to emphasize its percussive quality over the pitch. The  
 sound should resemble a beatboxed bass drum sound.  

  [Bracketed]  text should be sung emphasizing the phoneme itself. Text in brackets is not a part of the text of the  
  piece in itself, so all effects, vocalization etc. is written in brackets as well as continuations syllables over a system  
  break. 

 Dashed slurs are used to mark phrasing and accentuation against the metre. 
  

  <> indicates a little crescendo and diminuendo during a note. 

    [sin]  the letters/phonemes of syllables that should last the longest are underlined to avoid confusion 

 diminuendo to niente 

  All glissandi should start immediately and last for the full duration of the note they start from. 



P H O N E M E S 


[ʛ]  Voiced uvular implosive 

Sounds a bit like a deeper, more bass-heavy [q’a], that is produced in the very back of the mouth. Its manner of articulation is 
occlusive, which means it is produced by obstructing airflow in the vocal tract. The place of articulation is uvular, it is articulated with 
the back of the tongue (the dorsum) at the uvula. Its phonation is voiced, meaning that the vocal cords vibrate during the 
articulation. Air is allowed to escape through the mouth only. It is produced by directing the airstream along the center of the 
tongue, rather than to the sides.  

[ə] Mid central vowel (as in english ”murmur” [ˈmɜrmər] ) 

The vowel is between closed-mid and open-mid vowel, between front and back vowel, which means the tongue is positioned 
halfway between a close vowel and an open vowel. The vowel is unrounded, so the lips are not rounded. The vowel sounds similar to 
Finnish [ö] pronounced more in the back of the mouth as opposed to regular [ö]. 

[ʉ] Closed central protruded vowel (as in english “goose” [ɡʉːs] ) 

The tongue is positioned close to the roof of the mouth without creating a constriction that would be classified as a consonant. Its 
vowel backness is central, which means the tongue is positioned halfway between a front vowel and a back vowel. Its roundedness 
is protruded, which means that the corners of the lips are drawn together, and the inner surfaces exposed. 

Audio for pronunciation can be found at  http://www.ipachart.com/ 

The pronunciation of all other phonemes should follow regular pronunciation of Finnish.  
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