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Song contests are probably as old as history of mankind. They date back for sure to the ancient high cultures (India, China,
Egypt, Greece, Rome etc.) as well as to the events of the gallian and irish bards. There was always a strong connection between
music and magic power and from folk- and fairytales we know thjat many pleasant and unpleasant situations were solved by the
power of song. In finnish mythology we can find a line which says "He sang him into the swamp". That means, he was the
absolute champion and everyone sunk into the ground before the magic power of his song. At song contests of the near past,
Finland was not too successtul with this ancient expression. Nevertheﬁcjss this piece reconstructs a vision of a possible song
contest in Florence 1582 (the year, when the famous finnish Piae Cantiones Collection was published) where Finland took part
with one of the collections famous song and - possibly - won the contest. This event runs parallel with a final and tough contest
of two choirs (as we know background-choirs are most important in song contests). The text is taken from Ottorino
Rinuccini's libretto to an intermedia for the wedding of the Medicis in F%orence:

BELLE NEFE NATURA E PERCHE ALL'ARMONIA VERO GIUDITIO D'ARMONIA N'IN FONDE ONDE
D'ACERBA DURA CONTESA SIAM NOI DI BELTA PERFETTE A GRANDEZZA'E LETTE CHI DAL DELFINO
AITA NELLE TEMPESTE SU CANTAND'IMPETRA E QUAL CH'AL SUONO DI CETRA LA PERDUTA
CONSORTE TRAE DELL'INFERNAL PORTE NON PERO COME NOI CANTA SUAVE CHE PIU S'EL CIEL NON
HAVE CHAPPO 'L NOSTRO CANTAR ROCA NON SIA SE NELLE VOCI NOSTRE RISUONA DI
DOLCEZZ'ACCENTI E GRATIOSO DONO DEL CIEL DA PROCEDE QUANTO DI BELLO IL CIEL INTENDE

- VEDE HOR VOI DI QUESTE LINFE HABITATRICI NINFE SE DEL NOSTRO CANTAR DILETTO HAVETE A
CIEL GRATIA RENDETE E DI PALM'E ALLORO INCORONATE IL PIU SUAVE CORO O FIGLIE DI PIERI E
QUAL FOLLIA V'INGOMBRA E VOSTRO CANTO UN OMBRA APO SI DOLCE CANTO ALOR SI DEVE'IL
VANTO D'OGNI DOLCEZZA O CIELO O TERRA O VENTI DITE S'UDISTE MAI SI DOLCE ACCENTL

Further text: ' : : ‘
SUR LE PONT D'AVIGNON ON Y DANSE ON Y DANSE SUR LE PONT D'AVIGNON ON Y DANSE TOUTES LES

" RONDES

ES WAR EIN SCHONES MAGDELEIN, DAS STUND AM WALDESRAND. ACH SCHONE MAID, WAS BIST DU SO
TRAURIG : - :

CARO MIO BEN TUTTE LA NOTTE PENSOA T1

TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM, SURGUNT NAMQUE FLORES, VERNALES IN OMNIBUS, IMITANTUR MORES,
HOC QUOD FRIGUS L/ESERAT, REPARANT CALORES, CERNIMUS HOC FIERI, PER MULTOS LABORES
TERRA'ORNATUR FLORIBUS ET MULTO DECORE NOS HONESTIS MORIBUS ET VERO AMORE

KAAE XY [TANATTA MOY KIA I'TA MOY ®QTEI NH

Signore e Signori, benvenuto a Firenze per il contesto dei canti milleciquecentoottanta due. Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to
Florence for the songcontest 1582. Mesdames et Messieurs bienvenue a Florence pour le concours de chant
millecentquatrevingtdeux. L'orchestra de questa sera. The orchetra of the evening. L'ochestre de ce soir. Francia, La France,
France. L'Allemagnia, L'Allemagne, Germany. Grecia, La Gréce, Greece. Finlancﬁa, Finlande, Finland. e finalmente, Italia, et
finalment, L'Italie, and last but not least, Italy. ’

A consort of 3 trumpets and 3 trombones is creating a solemn renaissance athmosphere. The six singers (S-T-T-BAR-B-B) act
as choir groups, solo singers, radio announcers and jury members. Microphones may be used in the two last mentioned items.
be choir fracments are borrowed from any existing music, They are reconstructions of the historical style by the -
" are the succession of notes uscc% in Charpentier's "Te Deum" (better known as the leading melody
& Union), the succession of the first notes of the french folksong "Sur le pont d'Avignon and the

adest floridum” from the finnish collection Piae cantiones (In fact the melodies origin is
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