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MANFRED GRASBECK is one of Scandinavia's most distinguished violinists. He
started his musical training at the age of 4, in his native town Turku, under his father
Gottfrid Grasbeck. Via the Conservatory of Turku he continued his studies at the
Sibelius Academy, where he became Masters of Music in 1991.

Meanwhile he went to Paris at the age of 14 and was during 7 years "l'éleve
personnel" of Christian Ferras and stagieur-assistent with prof. Olga Parhomenko
1978-81at the Kiev State Conservatory. In 1977 he won the First Nordic Violin
Competition in Vasteras, Sweden, and since have had success in frequent National
and International conquests such as the Tibor Varga (Sion) and Jean Sibelius
(Helsinki). Manfred Grasbeck has given series of concerts as orchestra soloist and
recitalist. He gave his soloist debut at the age of 16 with the symphony orchestras
in Arhus and Copenhagen and continued his career performing over 70 different
violin concertos, not least raising attention by creating the concertos by Aho,
Bashmakov and G.Grésbeck. The concertos by Aho (BIS) and Bashmakov
(Finlandia) he has also recorded.

On the large scale of Grasbeck's art, there is space for conducting choirs,
orchestras and composing, too. In 1988-89 Svenska Kulturfonden recognized
Grasbeck's merits by giving him a two-year scholarship for composing and concert
achievements. His production covers at the moment over 90 opp. (8 symphonies, 6
violin concertos, chamber & film music, song cycles etc.).

In 1986 Manfred Grasbeck has widely performed together with his spouse pianist
and organist Maija Lehtonen. They have recorded a long and massive row of CD-
records, the newest being albums with the music of F.Kreisler and J.Sibelius. In
1982 Manfred Grasbeck became leader of the Finnish National Opera Orchestra,
Helsinki.

Selection of Organ compositions by M.Grasbeck (1955-):
Symphonies Nos. 1,2,5 and 8 (with orchestra + organ)
Poéme Romantique op. 22 ( violin + organ)

HRF op. 23

Passacaglia di Londra op. 27

in)




