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Inkeri Jaakkola: Igho Landing (2025)

Igbo Landing sinfoniaorkesterille on syntynyt Mikael Owunnan valokuvaniyttelyn inspiroimana.
Teossarjassaan Infinite Essence Owunna on kuvannut fluorisoivilla maaleilla virjittyja mustia kehoja
tdydellisessd pimeydessd, jonka ldpdisee ainoastaan ultraviolettivalo. Puhuttelevassa teoksessa
“Flying African” kaunis musta keho liikkuu pehmeisti ja vapaasti vedessa. Teoksen taustana on ?Igho
Landing”, tosikertomus Georgian osavaltion karanneista orjista, jotka valtameren #irelle tultuaan
mieluummin hukuttautuivat yhdessi kuin antautuivat uudelleen omistajiensa kisiin. Veteen
kahlatessaan he vahvistivat toisiaan laulaen: veden henki, joka toi meidét uuteen maailmaan, vie
siclumme takaisin esi-isien maahan.

“Flying African” herittdd monenlaisia mielikuvia. Afroamerikkalainen viests omaksui
véhitellen kristinuskon, johon heidan aiempien katsomustensa piirteet osittain sekoittuivat. Spirituaali
“Deep river, my home is over Jordan” kertoo kaipauksesta kotiin, luvattuun maahan virran toisella
puolella. Vesi on monissa uskonnoissa puhdistumisen tai uudeksi syntymisen symboli, ja kaste tai
rituaalinen peseytyminen ilmentivit sisdisen olemuksen muutosta.

Igbo Landing tapahtui jo vuonna 1803, mutta nykymaailmastakaan orjuus ja
ihmiskauppa eivit ole hévinneet. Monet lahtevit kotimaastaan paremman elimin toivossa tietAmitta,
miké heitd odottaa. Matkalaiset tahtovat ylitt4i meren milli keinolla tahansa, mutta kaikki eivat péise
perille. Viekd veden henki heidéinkin sielunsa takaisin esi-isien maahan?

Igbo Landing for symphony orchestra is inspired by Mikael Owunna’s photography exhibition. In his
series Owunna painted black people using fluorescent colours and photographed them in infinite
darkness, which was only penetrated by ultraviolet light. The work “F lying African” depicts a
beautiful black human moving softly and freely in water.

“Flying African” is based on true events, Igbo Landing, which took place in Georgia in
1803. A group of slaves escaped and upon reaching the seaside they preferred to drown themselves
rather than surrender to their owners. As they walked into the sea they comforted each other by
singing: the Spirit of Water that brought us in the new world, takes our souls back to the land of our
ancestors.

“Flying African” evokes many associations. African Americans gradually adapted
Christianity, but they also retained elements of their own beliefs. The singer of the spiritual “Deep
River, my home is over Jordan” longs for the Promised Land across the river. In many religions water
is a symbol for purification or rebirth, and baptism and ritual washing depict transformation of the
inner self.

Two hundred years have passed since the Igbo Landing, but slavery and human
trafficking still exist today. People leave their homelands, dreaming of a better life elsewhere. They
desperately want to cross the sea, but some of them do not make it. Will the Spirit of Water take their
souls back to the land of their ancestors?
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