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Instrumentation

solo piano

Program Note

Charles Fussell has been a teacher, mentor, and friend of mine since my time living in Boston (1994-98).
Charles's music has inspired a lot of my music for its clarity, freshness, and emotional impact and one of my
favorite of his works is his choral cantata, Specimen Days, scored for choir, orchestra and baritone solo. The
deceptively simple melody that appears in its prelude recurs throughout Fussell's monumental cantata like an
acquaintance that comes into your life sporadically, but in all the most important moments. It is a beautiful,
deceptively simple melody and Specimen Days continues to be a singularly beloved favorite of mine.

The title of my variations comes from the title of the prelude to Fussell's work, Aerial Voices. In Fussell's score,
we find a brief quote from Walt Whitman where the theme appears: “Carols vibrating through the air I
leave...” from Walt Whitman's No Labor-Saving Machine, in which he suggests that his existence yields no

ect Or pract1cal device, rather only "carols" that remain and "vibrate in the air". Whitman's imagery
ayered, but in the context of a choral cantata based upon a wide swath of Whltman s
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Aerial Voices

Rhythmically, but not hurried; molto legato
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Adagio; molto rubato; espressivo D

16
344

—

&7

N 4
L 4

b
fF—"7

e
| —

|
™~
N~

]
]
()
| J V=

bhe

I PRSI = S

A5 ~
1 |\,
[Y)
mp

Soslfnuto
5
Z_ Q V=

O o 1

]

o

v

s

a

rer

l
® Dheo o

)

e —®

y, =

L

5

i = -

()

e S

()
77

;i

0.

|
b

t/“l

7
@

Il
a tempo

()

\——/

=

D

/—il

RN

Sy

bd

rit.

\

—

1/

b

1
o

;1) |
T

‘

J
mp

-

~

O™ Do

/
ANBVALS 3

350
359




17

Aerial Voices

V1)

0.

[ Fan)

is

365

Y

be

@ L 4

l 1
bhe
P&

vb‘d‘

)
)

2

|
be o 4

o go_e

366

367
369

—

b=

—F

— &

b

Xl

Y

b o




b

N

b IA

=

8Va""'

rall. _

Aerial Voices

be

1
29

ANSY4
373

9] N < H.f. [t
=
w -
w SN TR n I
O\ O
/. da n
= 3| Iy iy
v={ N
LT AR o
® - 3
AL % |
[ 10 .
e
4 --._J : M
O e
L1 / L-q
L JITE 0
N —\ | |
Hi.N
gui i ! _
ﬁr L, den o |
QAG N _NT
u EI.N
NP N PN N
R S —— N —




19

Aerial Voices

.c s d=es kbl
7]
—- o den g m :
it i £ & .
By =2 =1 .
N - 8 N
_\ o =7 >y L YB
i S M ! & Wiy,
i € —lg® | 5
LY I 2
i ,
elen L) () SN m> LTINS
. ~ ™~
il . Ty -
N |W | B
] V 1L ; e
T N ™
’ [ 1
T gL 1a
AUIMWU
(i
| BN
T
L)
s
i)
T
I\
LN N
|hVU
Imhw N
SN ©
N o

A

16

AR
) L0

AL
A g

fe-

A2
A

10
10—go—

I
S ) e
[  an W) B ©)
0
.
Z hH 17 Q
vy O

389




&

b$

Aerial Voices

= S

I
o I I
/ o * 1 d
—
/
. 5 I I
D I I
/I o & T i
e
I I
I I
I
Maestoso; molto sostenuto

wallll  |HN ul ] %
NP O A Q] Q] 1 55
il | aﬁ” [y e
N N wel1b &
il SN 68 ; o] oy o N D
Ll . 0 H
h=3s — o ] n.MJ N Imhv |mhw
| L ..'

e

L e

o

h;;

s ~

Il
(A7 DV Q e

20

/‘;Ilil
=
E
e

A i

400

i~ Uy -4
.'._II
. LI
thlll e ] o s il n .'.I
S| | L] -
| i i
ek ol I W] L
= ] f.ll ey Hl Ll !ﬁ”
N q L ‘Al
. AL gL
3 . |
N ( S Afi N
BN Ei.N IhWU
T JELS N T |Whv
SN [ © g AN M




21

Aerial Voices

=5 =00 ﬂik
N | [ . |
WH =it 11 _ —a
VR | ¥ - sl m |
_ Lol ! |
o g ! o\ 2
Ml m
v P i - wle Mo
iy | S i il
aL) e bl
o1 o | ©® HEL ) Y HEL ) l4 % BL ) m i
/ (Y / L) / / o Iy " ﬁ.,LI L)
EeNoliNe T o ; / | M
0000 v 1/ N : '
LA T - { | TR
EX BTy res res | A”g || T RHe— m ] N
U EX EX .Lu P _Mt”- A Cay A
el —vW m | Bttt
Ui el —wW QHH | Rt
sinll]| —N N~ Bl m
sl %N Lo ; i
m st ' |
walll —wh - ; .
o % pavg 11 ) - ol >
Q| ..-.II % u- % F .
1T} .FI v T ‘—.I [ ¥oY © Iu“v Y “v 2 il
/ Y / ) / Y / ) _ /
ST . b ] D"
< P < ® i NHe— Q" .S
i i 1 .
N 4 N o N N A
A N —— ¥ NM— ——— A



22 Aerial Voices

F’—G—% |/6/| :
PEE NS W S nr e

I .
e |
e 6 —
J - e #
)= vi = J — vi o
~ 5 ~ ~ o — —
v . v : —
it —t;
~
. ) gammmmnne s o S
0O 1 mp_n o f g e o "2%_“ %
o e % = |
ANDY @ T
L ¢—
., g o, E
> EEE= ==c=== ==
guammmmmmm e P P
#2 .t — et . i
) . - ® ! ! P — S ! ! P
e - 6—— | i 16— |
A b [ —
! 22| ey El
— < 1 —
0 e
L




Aerial Voices 23

(Q)"| Quam e | QT TTTTTT T T m T |
TR . s 8 [E——
2, etk ; D; 5 ‘%—f—iﬁ Z/_\&g
y AT ® i i 7 A— >
 {o iy i ] I X — 1 ! !
Sl e - = =
— E d@%ﬁ% -
= | hbe T
P YOO O — 1
) ;{)l)}’l"’-b 7 7 J:l 4?% ..

1Ty
i
oS

vave

D
N\
|
Ne
q
Y =
|
Ne
M-
GO0
Y | B
"
N




Aerial Voices

24

441

P P —~

p

S

SN

- /v-

reYl

(v AV I
0

1

77~

.

=
.
J

1
—

5

—s—0 [

——— mp

dd bl 2

Il
|2

1R
I

-

Ly

-

Ly

-

LH

446

1
1 b ed
V ) A

M )
o)
vV 1V A

1 r

)

LY )

O || 18R

1] -
.a

SN ____@vl

SN[ 1198

A 1 -
.a

Hl.N A |hV___vv|
W N
N——

58

450 |12/

H -
P’ AN

()

mmla

R

pp

1230 ]

[ & an Yl P 2 > )

()

mmla

ppp

1

— e

e

h

e




Aerial Voices

25

z
>
ppp »
- o
[ J [ ] &
= E - * Ad libitum: These may continue in a similar manner
o to the figuration indicated in m. 453, but need not be
rhythmically steady. Aim for a floating, resonant harmonic
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