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TOWARDS THE LIGHT is inspired by the melody and text of the hymn Veni, Veni
Emmanuel (O Come, O Come Emmanuel). The melody is the source of the musical
material in each of the five movements, but is quoted entirely only in the last
movement.

The work is intended for an organ with two manuals and pedal; the range of notes
used means that the music may be performed on many historic organs.

All organs are different, so I give no registrations; however, this introduction and the
score itself will help organists to choose appropriate sounds for the instruments that
they play.

Prelude

The beginning is meant to shock the listener; then from the distance appears a motive
from Veni, Veni Emmanuel. The registrations of the two manuals should be strongly
contrasted.

Confusion

At the beginning the registrations of the manuals should be in sharp contrast.

In the pedal there is a melody which develops to bars 55-57 where there is a short
extract from a Finnish religious folk tune.

Bars such as 28-29 are meant to be played in a grotesque and ironic way.

From the Darkness

I imagine this movement to be a slow growth towards the light. Perhaps the harmony
does not give any salvation in the romantic and harmonic meaning, but the registration
in the Grave sections should be totally different from the registration of the previous
movement (Confusion); there should be more warmth.

The Moderato section (bars 15-20) is not moderate at all; there is again a grotesque
and ironic mood in the music.

Candle

A small light appears. The trills should be glittering and enlightening. In many bars
(for instance 1, 4, 5 and 9) we can hear again a motive from Veni, Veni Emmanuel.
Registration at these points should already have a connection to the fanfare-like
nature of parts of the last movement.

i, Veni Emmanuel appears; the harmony is, of course, not

e is majestic. On manual I registration should be fanfare-like;
e more suited to the spirit of Gregorian chant.

ernal question of human being and belief (Mark 9:24).

I' was commissioned by Anne McAlister. I am grateful



PRELUDE

Ilari Laakso

Maestoso
=72
I

A

2015

“ P Y A o Y Y o Y O

O
HE® )

[ fan W/

(@]

# N

&

[ fan

—_——~




poco pid mosso

<
' SR \
S -
Ve
)
1 T
N A N
~e
_ I
[\
LONH ik LONH
il
_ L
HEL )
] \|
TN
=
I bm Q
N
3
YN A YN
1 1
sy Alisy
N9 N

mp

>~
[ [T
] ™
L
3
TT®
L v vd
S S
! \
3
TN
! Ll
A4
9
- flw w
N
Ras Rt
i
| _r ]
3
i 7O
N 07%0

mp

—3—

—3—

[

oLk
e

4

sempre pild mosso

2

) JoX0

&)

A~~~
~

. -# o *

/

Y 2

33
)

cantabile

poco rit. _

he o o o




a tempo
72

—3—

mf legato

Q| S
S
) I
1 fmJ |
atau
[
o1

7

\\dJ

.
.
VAN I\Y=D

II__|3__J

I_3_I

<

—3—

(&)

'Y

Rl
|A¢ W NG N
°l
1
3]
iy \
1
)
LY
Gl
q
— N
[y
.
L i)
_|||
\
2 a
N —

——3—

4y .

——3—

4o

()

L1

()

;

I_3_I

Pk

58#

()

O/R\_é_ .
T .

'h\-é-
 — =t

'/‘\-6-
=

[

'f\\-é-
— =

[

rax

62



CONFUSION

2015

Ilari Laakso

r N
\
L} 1
Q|
 vi vd
a all all
| \
Q)
AL
] Ar
Q)
" L va v
. 4 | 1
: #5
a all all
N
m | v
SRR
)
Ul
ulf -
= ey P
o — A g
n Il n I vi vd
< i
@ o

1
)

L TRt g T2

mp

g

h" » ‘E;: "

&)

% ™
|_0 N
ol [[8) o [T
» L)
|v_ i’
$ T
e X
AR
0
|7 TTe
K NN Alim
o~
-
~C T
Q)
o~
' 0
VAN
)
Ui
LI | R
RSN s
1 ]
Q|
] | Ao
AN
Hhﬁn e Lo ™
(’/\"\

irregolare e agitato

2
]

7

e




e ol

g @ 4

F2d et

M
el

@1t

L

— e —

\/

~_*

II

26

N
\\CV

5__|

m T

@

mp

II

|
e o o ¢

@@ @ X

[ an

II

29

mp

II

| & o o ¢
@ @& @

i

be

a tempo

()

|
be
[t




DR J

|_5_|

DX 2

[ Fan)

|_5_|

i S O

i

DX ]
</
7

h
« V

Y )

|

I_5_I

a tempo
A
-9

tenuto
| A

44

TN It__.
>t Y
il
11T G
Aimh alimu
M)
AJ \\
Ty NN
~e ¢
199/ |
| on | HY PN
199 |
] |
>t ~
| | 1991 |
Hl P 19@/ || .
| | 199/ ||
] 1
~C ~4
AN AN
TN UnN
e Mu

(&)

1)
L

11

1)
1)
1]

I_3_I

unt [ Sunth
1
/ |
ﬂ -4
n —
A i
’ .
| Raadl m=e
1)
| ]
1)
g
T
»
k -
e
1K
\J \J
on 0
(o}
EN Ly
o
N R
®
C 0 / N
. L
-
= 1
a
Q
)
~
Vo
(’/\'\

< o8 o8

ek

VIZ

dolce



58

|_5_|

|_5_l

- o

|_5_|

e

\D




10

Grave, ma non troppo

FROM THE DARKNESS
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Total duration 14 minutes




