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TOWARDS THE LIGHT is inspired by the melody and text of the hymn Veni, Veni

Emmanuel (O Come, O Come Emmanuel). The melody is the source of the musical

material in each of the five movements, but is quoted entirely only in the last

movement.  

The work is intended for an organ with two manuals and pedal; the range of notes 

used means that the music may be performed on many historic organs. 

All organs are different, so I give no registrations; however, this introduction and the

score itself will help organists to choose appropriate sounds for the instruments that

they play.  

Prelude 

The beginning is meant to shock the listener; then from the distance appears a motive 

from Veni, Veni Emmanuel. The registrations of the two manuals should be strongly 

contrasted. 

Confusion

At the beginning the registrations of the manuals should be in sharp contrast. 

In the pedal there is a melody which develops to bars 55-57 where there is a short

extract from a Finnish religious folk tune. 

Bars such as 28-29 are meant to be played in a grotesque and ironic way.

From the Darkness

I imagine this movement to be a slow growth towards the light. Perhaps the harmony 

does not give any salvation in the romantic and harmonic meaning, but the registration 

in the Grave sections should be totally different from the registration of the previous

movement (Confusion); there should be more warmth.

The Moderato section (bars 15-20) is not moderate at all; there is again a grotesque

and ironic mood in the music. 

Candle

A small light appears. The trills should be glittering and enlightening. In many bars 

(for instance 1, 4, 5 and 9) we can hear again a motive from Veni, Veni Emmanuel.

Registration at these points should already have a connection to the fanfare-like

nature of parts of the last movement.

Rejoice!

Now the melody Veni, Veni Emmanuel appears; the harmony is, of course,  not

original. The atmosphere is majestic. On manual I registration should be fanfare-like; 

on manual II it should be more suited to the spirit of Gregorian chant. 

The end returns to the eternal question of human being and belief (Mark 9:24). 

TOWARDS THE LIGHT was commissioned by Anne McAlister. I am grateful 

to her for this opportunity.
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