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KOLME SANAA (Three Words) - Tribute to Kalevala 
 for string quartet and ambient CD

Jovanka Trbojevic



INSTRUCTIONS for the musicians:

Musicians sit around a loudspeaker (MONO sound) in following order:

                                 Vl.1                          Vl.2

                                           loudspeaker

                                  Vle.                          Vc.

                                            (audience)

Sounds on the ambient CD are kind of "original" sounds from Kalevalaic time and are strongly connected with Mother Nature.
The string quartet part brings out the human element, and those connected with boat, boat building and boat movement.

Kolme sanaa (Three Words) is commissoned by The Kalevala Society and created on given text. In this project I was cooperating with the sculptor 
Martti Aiha. In our cooperation process parts of Kalevala, poems 16 to 18, were translated and transformed into music and sculpture. 

In the concert situation, since the setting is kind of ritualistic, I would like to continue this ritualistic thought visually too. Loudspeaker could be 
covered with azure or ice glittering white or black shiny cloth. This is free for musicians to decide about, depending how they experience the music
and how they use their imagination. Azure color could represent water, white color ice and black color a cosmic element (kind of a black box - 
Pandora's box - a black hole).  I see the cloth being rather big, reaching and covering the floor around, theatrical, kind of antique.

(Runot 16 - 18,  tärkeät kohdat:
16. runo : .... laivapuita etsimään, veistää niistä venettä ja kaipaa kolmea sanaa .... 
17. runo : .... pitkästä unestansa maan alla ....
18. runo : .... purjehtii uudella veneellänsä Pohjan .... ja rientää hänki, hevosella rantaa myöten, Pohjolaan .... )

INSTRUCTIONS for the sound technician:

On the provided CD (MONO sound), the ambient sound part exists in two different formats:  
               No. 1.  -  as one contineous part, from the beginning to the end or
               No. 2.- 7.  -  as divided in 6 sections.
This gives an option to play the ambient part either as one continous whole, or control its progress in time. In the concert situation musicians are much 
freer and the timing much more acurate if the sound sections of the ambient part are placed together with quartet in real time. Speak with the musicians 
and choose the metod which is the most convinient.
               No. 8. on the CD is ambient sound together with Finale version(computer notation program) of the string quartet part. This version is for 
practising purposes and enable to you and the musicians to get the timing idea of both parts. This version is not meant for performing.

The ambient sounds, although always in the background, should be heard clearly. Musicians perform acoustically, so very delicate ear is needed to 
balance these two elements into one world.
   



&

&

B

?

ã

c

c

c

c

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Cello

Tape



q = 40



w
w

U



w
w



U

P





w
w

w
w

,
sul pont.





w
w

.

.
œ
œ



,ord.

P

j

œ
œ

sul pont.

˙
˙





w
w

.

.
˙
˙



,ord.

P

œ
œ

 sul 
pont.





w
w

˙
˙



ord.

F

˙
˙



 sul 
pont.





w
w

˙
˙



ord.

˙
˙



 sul 
pont.

ƒ

˙

˙

#



f

Heavily - like curring something of 
great weight, difficult to lift or move.

Ó

˙

˙

#



f

Ó

˙
˙

#



f

Ó

˙

˙



ord.

f

˙

˙



+ ROPE SOUNDTREES IN FROZEN FOREST

 sul 
pont.

 sul 
pont.

 sul 
pont.

 sul 
pont.

Ó
˙

˙#



F

Ó
˙

˙#



F

Ó
˙
˙



F

˙

˙

#



˙

˙

 sim.



Ó Œ Œ

Ó Œ ‰ .
r

œ

pizz.

f

˙

˙



ord.

˙

˙

#







Œ ‰ . r

œ

f

Ó

˙

˙

n ˙

˙

#

ord.

ord.

ord.

ord.

˙

˙#



F

˙

˙n



˙

˙#



F

˙

˙n



˙
˙



arco

F

˙
˙



˙

˙

˙

˙

#

˙

˙

#



Ó

˙

˙

#



Œ
J

œn
pizz.

f

‰

˙
˙

#



Œ ‰ . r

œn

pizz.

f

˙

˙

n ˙

˙







˙

˙

˙

˙

#

&

&

B

?

ã

4
5

4
5

4
5

4
5

c

c

c

c

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

c

c

c

c

8
7

8
7

8
7

8
7

c

c

c

c

4
3

4
3

4
3

4
3

Vln. 1

Vln. 2

Vla.

Vlc.

Tape

 sul 
pont.

 sul 
pont.

 sul 
pont.

 sul 
pont.

14
˙

˙#



ª

P

Œ
j

œ

pizz.

f

‰

˙

˙#



P

‰
j

œ#

pizz.

f

Œ

˙
˙

#



arco

P

Œ Œ
j

œ

pizz. ord.

f
3

˙
˙

#
˙

˙

ord.

w

w

#


arco
ord.

P

w

w



n

arco
ord.

P

w
w

#



arco

P

w

w



 sul 
pont.

 sul 
pont.

 sul 
pont.

 sul 
pont.

.

.

˙

˙

#



F

j

œ

œ

S

‰

.

.

˙

˙



F

j

œ

œ

S

‰

.

.
˙
˙

#



F

j

œ
œ

S

‰

.

.

˙

˙

 j

œ

œ

S

‰

ord.

ord.

ord.

ord.

.

.

˙

˙

#


f

˙

˙

n


.

.

˙

˙



f

˙

˙



.

.

˙
˙

#



f

˙
˙

n



Œ ˙

˙



f

˙

˙

 sim.

‰

pizz.

J

œ

S

Œ Ó

Œ
J

œ#

pizz.

S

‰ Ó

J

œ
pizz.

S

‰ Œ Ó

˙

˙



˙

˙

#



˙

˙

arco

f

 .

J

œ

pizz.

S

Œ

˙

˙

#

arco

f

Œ ‰ .

R

œ

S

pizz.

˙

˙



f

arco
‰

J

œ

pizz.

S

 .

J

œ

S

˙

˙

# ˙

˙

n

‰
J

œ

S

Œ ‰
J

œ

S

‰

3

Œ
J

œ#

S

Œ .



.

.

œ

œ

.

.

œ

œ

˙

˙

arco

f

Œ ‰
J

œ

pizz.

S

˙

˙

#

arco

f

J

œ

pizz.

S

Œ .

˙
˙

arco

f

Œ
J

œ

pizz.

S

Œ

3

˙

˙

# ˙

˙

n

.

.

œ

œ

#
arco

Œ ‰ J

œn

S

pizz.
‰

3

.

.

œ

œ

arco

 .

J

œ

S

pizz.
j

œ

S

‰

.

.

œ
œ

#

arco
‰

J

œ

pizz.

S

Œ

.

.

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

˙

arco

f

Œ
J

œ#

S

pizz.
‰

˙

˙

#

arco

f

‰
J

œn

S

pizz.
Œ

˙
˙



n

arco

f

Ó

˙

˙

# ˙

˙

n

. . .

. . .

˙

˙

arco

f

R

œ

œ



. . .

. . .

˙
˙

#

arco

f

r

œ

œ



. . .

. . .

˙
˙

#



f
R

œ

œ

#


. . .

. . .
˙
˙

#

 r

œ

œ

#



KOLME SANAA  (Three Words) - Tribute to Kalevala
Jovanka Trbojevic 2008

START the CD!
(Section 1.)

.... laivapuita etsimään, veistää niistä venettä ja kaipaa kolmea sanaa .... 
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(Section 2.)

.... pitkästä unestansa maan alla ....
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