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Christian Holmqvist: 

Five Children’s Poems 
for voice and piano  
to poems by Christina Rossetti 

Composed in 2009 

I. What does the Bee do?, II, How many Seconds in a Minute?, III. If I were a Queen, IV. Who has 
seen the Wind?, V. If a Pig wore a Wig 

duration 9’ 

Premiered by students at Vantaan musiikkiopisto & Asta Onnila, piano, March 21, 2015, Vantaa 

These songs were written for young vocal students still at the beginning of their studies. The music 
is thus deliberately simple and tuneful. Furthermore, the piano part in some of these songs is written 
in such a way that the singer may accompany herself/himself. The poems are nursery rhymes by 
Christina Rossetti.  
© Christian Holmqvist 2015
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I. What does the Bee do?
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man

essŒ ‰ .œ

Œ ‰ œ œ œ

&

&
?

#

#

#

..

..

..13 Œ ‰ .œ
and

to13 jœœn ‰ ‰ ..œœ

Jœ ‰ ‰ .œ
f

.˙
say

get..˙̇
œ Jœ œ œ œ

.˙
"Good

one

..˙̇#
œ Jœ œ œ œ

.˙
new.

day." - - - - - -

..˙̇
œ Jœ œ jœ

jœ ‰ ‰ Œ ‰
jœœ ‰ ‰ Œ ‰

jœ ‰ ‰ Œ ‰

V. If a Pig wore a Wig
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&

&
?

#

#

#

18 ∑
18 œ œ œ œ œ œ

..œœ ..œœ

∑

.œ ..œœ#

..œœ ..œœb

∑

œ jœ œ jœn.˙
..˙̇

∑

.œ .œ.œ .œ

..œœ ..œœ

∑

œ œ œ .œ
..œœn ..œœ

dim.

∑

œ œ œ .œ
.˙ .œ .œ

&

&
?

#

#

#

24 ∑
24

œ. œ. œ. Œ ‰ ?

jœ. ‰ ‰ Œ ‰
p

∑

œ. œ. œ. Œ ‰

jœ. ‰ ‰ Œ ‰

∑

Jœ. ‰ ‰ Œ Jœ

‰ ‰ Jœ# Jœ ‰ ‰&

∑

Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ Jœ&

‰ ‰ Jœ# Jœ ‰ ‰

∑

Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ ‰

∑ ?

ad lib: sound like a pigj¿ ‰ ‰ Œ ‰
Oink!

J
œœœ- ‰ ‰ Œ ‰

jœœ- ‰ ‰ Œ ‰
f
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