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1. The Styx (StÊj, also meaning "hate" and "detestation") is a river in Greek mythology that formed the boundary between Earth and the Underworld (often called 
Hades which is also the name of this domain's ruler). It circles the Underworld nine times. The rivers Styx, Phlegéthon, Achéron, and Kokytós all converge at 
the center of the underworld on a great marsh, which is also sometimes called the Styx. The other important rivers of the underworld are Lethe, Eridanós, and 
Alpheíos. According to some versions, Styx had miraculous powers and could make someone invulnerable. According to one tradition, Achilles was dipped in it in 
his childhood, acquiring invulnerability, with exception of his heel, by which his mother held him. This is the source of the expression Achilles' heel, a metaphor for 
a vulnerable spot.

2. Lethe (LÆyh) is also known as the Ameles potamos (Aµ°lhw potaµÒw - river of unmindfulness). In Classical Greek, the word Lethe literally means "oblivion", 
"forgetfulness," or "concealment". It is related to the Greek word for "truth", aletheia (alhye€a), meaning "un-forgetfulness" or "un-concealment". The Lethe flowed 
around the cave of Hypnos and through the Underworld, where all those who drank from it experienced complete forgetfulness.

3. Phlegéthon (Fleg™°yvn, English translation: "flaming") or Pyriphlegéthon (Purifleg™°yvn, English translation: "fire-flaming"). Plato describes it as "a stream of 
fire, which coils round the earth and flows into the depths of Tartarus." It was parallel to the river Styx. In Dante's Inferno Phlegethon is described as a river of 
blood that boils souls. It is in the Seventh Circle and is guarded by centaurs, who force souls to remain at their level. Here are punished the shades who committed 
crimes of violence against their fellow men (see Canto XII, 46-48). Here are murderers and tyrants: men who through their violent deeds in life caused hot blood to 
flow and now themselves are sunk in flowing, boiling blood.

4. Achéron (Ax™r°rvn) ”The river of woe” was described in the Homeric poems as a one river of Hades, into which Kokytos and Phlegéthon both flowed. The 
newly-dead would be ferried across the Achéron by Cháron (Xãrvn) in order to enter the Underworld (Hades). The ferryman had to be payed with an “obolous”, 
a coin put under the tongue of the corps. The Suda (a massive 10th century Byzantine encyclopedia of the ancient Mediterranean world) describes the river as "a 
place of healing, not a place of punishment, cleansing and purging the sins of humans."

5. Alpheios (Alfe€ow), means "whitish”. According to Pausanias, Alpheios was a passionate hunter and fell in love with the nymph Arethusa, but she fled from him 
to the island of Ortygia near Syracuse, and metamorphosed herself into a well, after which Alpheios became a river, which flowing from Peloponnesus under the 
sea to Ortygia, there united its waters with those of the well Arethusa.

6. Cocytus or Kokytós (KvkutÒw), means "the river of wailing" was one of the rivers that surrounded Hades. Kokytós was a common topic for ancient authors. Of 
the ancient authors, Kokytós was mentioned by Kokytós, Cicero, Aeschylus and Plato, among others. In Inferno, the first cantica of Dante's Divine Comedy, 
Kokytós is the ninth and lowest circle of Hell. Kokytós is referred to as a frozen lake rather than a river. Kokytós also makes an appearance in John Milton's epic 
poem Paradise Lost. In Book Two, Milton speaks of "Cocytus, named of lamentation loud / Heard on the rueful stream” 

7. Eridanós  (HridanÒw)
Hesiod, in Theogony, calls it “deep-eddying Eridanós” in his list of rivers, the offspring of Tethys. Herodotus  points out that the word Eridanós is essentially Greek 
in character, and surmises that consequently the river supposed to run around the world is probably a Greek invention. According to Apollonius of Rhodes and 
Ovid, amber originated from the tears of the Heliades, encased in poplars as dryads, shed when their brother, Phaeton, died and fell from the sky, struck by Zeus' 
thunderbolt, and tumbled into the Eridanós, where "to this very day the marsh exhales a heavy vapour which rises from his smouldering wound; no bird can stretch 
out its fragile wings to fly over that water, but in mid-flight it falls dead in the flames; “along the green banks of the river Eridanós,” 
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ẇ ˙

Œ
.˙bww .˙ œ

w.œ Jœ ˙

Œ
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ẇ ˙

Œ
.˙bww .˙ œ

w.œ Jœ ˙

Œ
.˙bww .˙ œ
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6. KvkutÒw (6. Kokytós - 
The river of wailing)
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