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Marraskuun ruusu (2018) is a gift of precarious years in my life: worry of a newborn, career anxiety, fear of all and fear
of nothing. In the end, everything went fine (or at least that’s what I think now) but when I wrote the first sketches of this
elegy in March 2016, everything felt up in the air.

While sketching, I came across a Karelian folk chorale melody that soothed me in many levels. Its intriguing opening made
its way into an idée fixe of this gloomy tone sculpture for a tweaked Sinfonietta, and remnants of rest of it sparkle all over
this piece.

The instrumentation is inspired by the compact and transparent orchestration of early Classicism, where I’ve inserted a pair
of saxophones and replaced the conninuo harpsichord with a guitar.

INSTRUMENTATION

Oboe

English Horn
Soprano Saxophone
Alto Saxophone
Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2
HorninF 1
Hornin F 2

Timpani (2)




NOTATION LEGEND

Accidentals
All accidentals apply until the end of the bar.
Complimentary accidentals are occasionally given.

Deviations from a natural reference pitch in equal temperament:

-150 -131 -100 -50 -31 0 +50  +69 +100  +150
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Y natural natural natural
seventh seventh on seventh
on a flat a natural on a sharp
fundament fundament fundament
However, one should not stick to equal temperament when tuning chords, but apply common
sense and good intonational practice (major thirds -14c, etc.).
When smaller microtones appear due to conflicting harmonics, the result should be cherished.
Performance technique: Winds bassoon
gentle overblow
saxophone (# 25
key click =
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Click keys percussively. Fingering of the lower note with normal notehead.
No air, tongueing ad lib. Adjust air trajectory and embouchure, amplifying

the partial with bracketed cue sized note and almost
filtering out the fundamental.

Performance technique: Strings

quickly to
Q to scratch 1 / sul tasto

fan
ANSY
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g N
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P S p

During the note with a diagonal arrow
above it, move bow towards sul tasto
so quickly that the movement is
momentarily nearly vertical. If this is
followed by another tied note of same
pitch (as in the example above), stay in
the (preferably extreme) sul tasto
reached.

Add gradually bow pressure
until the pitch vanishes and
only cracking noise remains.
The dynamic expression in
quotation marks refers to
the intensity of the effort.
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For dust thou art and unto dust thou shalt return.
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Roses get cold too.
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Winter ain't the only thing
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