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Pertti Jalava: Siiveniskut ja askeleet - Wingbeats and footsteps

As the composition progressed, | began to experience the music of the parts of
this diptych as some kind of movement or journey.

| Wing Beats Adagio — Allegro

In the beginning the strings create a coral-like landscape, drawing an open resting
place for the migratory flock. The flute joins in with its trill, when the rhythmic
energy begins to accumulate, creating restlessness and the need to start moving.
We take to the wings with a swinging alternation of the short and long stroke of the
5/8 rhythm.

Il Foot Steps Andante — passacaglia

Let's tread carefully. The pizzicato rhythms played by the viola, cello and violin
initially stick closely to the G# key. Little by little, we dare to accent a small second
and further away, but the organ point-like stability remains, creating an oriental
impression... are we traveling in this roasting desert on a camel? | leave it open to
interpretation. The latter half of the section is spent in a flickering oasis. The cello
plays in two voices - with bow and pizzicato strokes - the passacaglia theme, which
the other instruments start imitating one after the other. After a short grand pause,
the quartet performs the final line together and powerfully.
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1. Siiveniskut - Wingbeats
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2. Askeleet - Footsteps
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