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Timothy Page - Aerial Roots (2023) for solo violin and electronics 
 

Performance Instructions 
 

This work is commissioned by and dedicated to Eriikka Maalismaa. 
 
Technical requirements 
 
Format: Live violin + Stereo live electronics (live processing + triggered sound files) 

• Events in Max/MSP are triggered by violinist using a foot pedal sending MIDI trigger to computer 
• Computer and interface located onstage with performer. 

o Violin miked, signal fed to house mixer; mixer effects loop through Max/MSP 
o Alternative: signal fed directly to Max/MSP; interface main outs sent to mixer.  

Required Equipment: 
• Computer running Max/MSP  
• Audio Interface with at least 3 outputs  

o Channels 1, 2 for main stereo out (to house mixer) 
o Channel 3 for click track  
o Recommended: additional, separate channels for live effects 

• Violin microphone  
• MIDI foot trigger, controlled by violinist. (Ex: Sustain Pedal with 1/4" jack switch-to-MIDI converter) 
• Headphone setup for click track 
• Max/MSP patch, to be ordered directly from composer 

 
Notation:  
 
Non-standard techniques are explained in the score. For additional clarity, videos of key techniques are available as follows:  
 
m1: Overpressure twist 
 

 
 
(“bridge clef” indicates position of bow relative to bridge) 
 
Example here: https://www.dropbox.com/s/a8vwk3al5nghw9j/overpressure_twist.MOV?dl=0 
 
 
m2: Muffled overpressure ricochet with multiple bounces 
 

                       
 
(Bridge clef indicates position of bow relative to bridge. Technique often executed behind bridge) 
 
Example here: https://www.dropbox.com/s/ppn2sn2ky2ee5ev/muffled_overpressure_ricochet.mov?dl=0 
 
 
m6: harmonic arpeggio ricochet 
             

             
 
Examples here: https://www.dropbox.com/s/gptos5hguielrxy/overtone_ricochet_arpeggio.mov?dl=0 
 



m7: buzzy, bee-like sound 
 

 
 
Example https://www.dropbox.com/s/ltezkm6z7jib7s8/like_bees.mov?dl=0 
 
 
m103: high overpressure scrape, bringing out different harmonics via variations in bow pressure/speed 
 

 
 
Example here: https://www.dropbox.com/s/gbn7mzwyfk3fm49/high_overpressure_fluctuating_pitch.mov?dl=0 
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